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THE GIANT SEQUOIAS:
A Historical Review and S0111e Problems'x'
By

]AMES

D. BucK

The Giant Sequoias (Sequoia gigantea) with their characteristic brownishred trunks and grey-green foliage tower above the coniferous forests of the
western Sierra Nevada, dominating the forest landscape and dwarfing all
other forms of life. In their grandeur, they appear to have been standing forever, barely changing with the passing centuries.
The Giant Sequoias are unique. In all the world they occur natively only
in a narrow belt ten miles -vvide by 2 2 o miles long on the western slope of the
Sierra Nevada in California. Altitudinal limits are approximately 5ooo and
7000 feet and all are found between 3000 and 88oo feet elevation. The belt
of Sequoia forest is fragmented into approximately 69 well-defined groves.
Sixty-one of them are found in the 70 miles between the Kings River and
Deer Creek (Tulare County). Only a few tens of thousands of Giants live
in the approximately 36,ooo acres of Sequoia forest .
lVIan has known of these trees for a long time. Indians camped among the
Sequoias as they conducted trade over the Sierra Nevada and migrated seasonally between the foothills and higher mountains. The sites of encampments are identifiable today by the presence of mortar holes in exposures of
the granite which comprises the core of the Sierra Nevada. The Indians
hunted, fished, gathered and ground acorns, and even, probably, burned the
low ground cover from among the trees. Damage was ephemeral; only the
rocks bear evidence of the aborigines' passage.
Modern man has observed the trees for only a brief interval of time but
has, with ax, saw, and fire, left his almost immutable mark. Members of the
Joseph R. vValker party are usually given the credit for being the first, other
than Indians, to view the Sierra redwoods when, in I 8 33, they passed through
either the Merced or Tuolumne Grove. In I84I, it is generally believed,
John Bidwell visited the Calaveras Grove. As the Mother Lode was explored
and settled, miners and others ventured farther into the mountains visiting
the known groves and, perhaps, some that were then unknown. Galen Clark
discovered the Mariposa Grove (now in Yosemite National Park) in I 8 57 .
A year later, the grandest of the Sequoia groves, Giant Forest, was discov- '
ered by Hale Tharp while being guided by Indians on a search for grazing
land for his stock. 1 Additional discoveries made known all of the remaining
groves by about I 89 5.
The first visitors to the Sequoias ·were travelers, hunters, miners, and stockmen. Their tales of giant trees larger than any then known were accepted
only after repeated reports, too numerous to be scoffed at, had been published. The classification of the coast redwood ( S. sempervirens) by Stephen
Endlicher in I 84 7 and the Sierra redwood by Jolm Lindley in I 8 53 gave
*For another article by Dr. Blick, see February 1964 Pacific Historian, page 3·

(Continued on page 192)
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JUA N PABLO BERNAL
By

HERBERT L. HAGEIVIANN, JR. '~

J nan Pablo Bernal is known to the Livermore Valley and the residents of the
communities of Pleasanton and Livermore as the owner of one-half interest
in the Rancho El Valle de San Jose and one of the principal pioneers of the
area. He \ovas much better known in San Jose than in this vicinity. However,
h e did reside here long enough to leave a numerous descendency. He was
born at the Presidio of San Francisco on June 20, in the year I 8 ro, the date
of his baptism being recorded at Mission Santa Clara. 1 His parents were Jose
Joaquin Bernal, who was a member of the San Francisco Company in the
service of both Spain and Mexico, and Marfa Josefa Sanchez whose father
also was a soldier. Jose Joaquin and his wife Marfa J osefa had both been in
the De Anza party which crossed the burning deserts of the south to come
to California in I ?76 and establish a civilian colony. Jose Joaquin at that time
was just a boy of fourteen. After the family had been established at the new
San Francisco Presidio and Jose Joaquin had added two years or more to
his life, he, too, became a soldier. In I 78 5 he and lVlarfa J osefa Sanchez were
united in marriage, this important event being recorded in the marriage
records of Mission Dolores/ and the young couple settled down in their
military surroundings. They had ten (eleven) children, of whom Juan Pablo
was the ninth.
Juan's childhood must surely have been spent in and about the Presidio
and the village of Y erba Buena, as the Spanish settlement was called before
its name was changed to San Francisco. There was very little to stimulate the
intellectual growth of a young man since there were no schools and the only
educated people were the Padres at Mission Dolores and the Presidio officers.
Juan's attention, no doubt, was given over to horseback riding and hunting
and tending his father's livestock as each soldier was allowed to have a few
head of cattle and sheep in his possessions. These were grazed on the sandy
hills of the peninsula.
Joaquin Bernal eventually was retired from the San Francisco Company.
Retired soldiers were encouraged to settle at Branciforte w ith their families
in order to stimulate development in that community . However, Joaquin
did not, like his brother, make his residence there, but instead removed his
family and possessions to a tract of land south of the Pueblo of San Jose de
Guadalupe known as Santa Teresa . The date of this move is not determined,
but the Bernal family had lived at Santa Teresa for some time prior to I 8 34
-at least five years and probably longer. In I 8 34 D on Joaquin was granted
by Governor Alvarado the Santa Teresa Rancho which was described in the
expediente and desefio as consisting of one league of land. Some say that the
*Mr. Hagemann is a seventh generation Californian, lives with his mother and sister
on a part of the original land grant- Rancho El Vaile de San Jose - of his ancestor,
Juan Pablo Bernal. His educational training was received at the Livermore High School
and San Jose State College. He is President of Amador-Livermore Valley Historical
Societv.
I8I
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land was granted to J oaqu1n for his service to the Spanish Crown, but in I 8 34
California had been the territory of the Republic of Mexico for ten years or
more. It would, therefore, be possible to think that the Bernal family had held
possession of Santa Teresa for a period longer than five years- perhaps seven
or eight years- prior to I 8 34· The expediente gives the reasons for Don J oaqu1n making application for possession. He states that his family was numerous, had resided on and held Santa Teresa for more than five years during
which time four adobe houses for dwellings and several other buildings and
improvements had been constructed, a vineyard of one thousand vines and
an orchard of 200 fruit-bearing trees had been planted, the herds had grown
to twenty-five hundred head of cattle and five hundred head of tame horses,
twenty yoke of oxen and five mules which were highly prized by Spaniards.
He also stated that his descendants numbered sixty-eight souls and that at
his age of seventy-four years, he felt that he was entitled to have legal possession of Santa Teresa as a return for his service to the nation. It was therefore
under these circumstances that Juan Pablo grew to manhood, learning all the
ways of caring for vast herds of cattle, living the life of an "Hidalgo," a
gentleman living graciously on the lush countryside of Santa Clara Valley,
as becoming the son of one of California's important Spanish families.
In I8p Juan Pablo was united in marriage with Rafaela Feliz, who was
born in I8I7 at San Francisco and was the daughter of Juan Feliz and Maria
Antonia Castro. The Castros also had come to California in the De Anza
party. Family legend says that Martina Boutilliere, the wife of Joaquin
Isidro Castro, was French, a cousin of Louis XIV. During the French Revolution she crossed the Pyrenees into Spain and from there came to the New
\iV odd, married Don J oaqu1n and came on to California and lived her life at
Branciforte. When she passed on, she requested that a certain box containing
her personal papers from France, which she had never allowed anyone else
to see, be buried w ith her. During the time that her body was lying in state
at the Santa Cruz Mission, the box was removed from the casket and never
again seen. She was buried in the old cemetery at Branciforte in r 8 I o,
approximately the time vvhen Juan Pablo was born in San Francisco.
Juan Pablo and his new wife took up residence at Santa Teresa with his
father and mother and his brothers and sisters who for the most part had
remained on at the rancho. There were four houses. An old print, r 8 2 5, published in the San Jose Mercury Herald, 3 shows three of the houses built
together, end to end, the main structure appearing to have two floors, the
second house a high one-floored building, and the third appearing to be small
and having perhaps two rooms. There are four other buildings shown which
may have been family dwellings also, but some, no doubt, were for vaqueros
and storage. Behind the large three-sectioned adobe is a square enclosed by
an adobe wall, a small building attached to the wall at the far end, and a gate
leading up into the hills in back where to this day there still flows a spring
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of clear fresh \Vater. Joaquin had his water analyzed in London and it was
found to be beneficial to health. On hearing this, Bruno Bernal, a brother to
Tuan Pablo, bottled and sold it to travelers and residents of Pueblo de San
Jose.
Miss Martha Kottinger 4 has given a word description of life at Santa
Teresa when she tells about her mother's childhood. Her mother was Maria
Refugia, the daughter of Juan Pablo and Rafaela. "There \vas great rejoicing
in the Bernal Hacienda on the morning of April 7, r835, ·when the eldest
daughter of Juan Pablo and Rafaela was born-their first child. The grandparents, whose home it \.vas, were so pleased with the newcomer that a small
fiesta was given and all the aunts and uncles, who also lived in the four adobes
that comprised the hacienda, were asked to join in the fun, that they might
all know where the baptism was to be and discuss the name to be given. In
those early days those who had no homes were welcome to stay on at Santa
Teresa so the Bernal family was numerous and living close together at Santa
Teresa. In turn these residents were expected to turn their hands to helping
manage and -vvork the great Rancho of the wilderness, ten miles south of the
pueblo. There were many children who lived in the four adobes, so many
that the whole place had the appearance of a community, itself." She states
later, "The time of the baptism and sponsors having been chosen in two
weeks time, the Family then had to journey ten miles to the Pueblo to church,
the mother and child in an ox cart ( can·eta) and the rest of the party on
horseback The carreta had to be made comfortable with a thick mattress of
wool and oxen goaded with a sharp stick used by the Indian driver. The
sponsors, waiting at the Church, were Antonio Ma. Pico and his wife, Pilar
Bernal y Pico, who was Juan Pablo's sister." Martha Kottinger states that
such events as this made up the social life at the ranchos. Isolated and busy
with daily life, they were eager to celebrate family events and were happy
to invite their neighbors to join with them in their celebrations. Indians were
kept as servants and vaqueros, but there were always wild tribes lurking in
the hills ready to steal cattle and horses. Living on the land in this peaceful
fashion, the pastoral life of Santa Teresa was in all very pleasant, but usually
uneventful. Also the crowding of the families which were growing was making Juan Pablo restless.
Again quoting, the granddaughter of Juan Pablo, Martha R. Kottinger:
"After eight years of married life at Santa Teresa, Juan Pablo moved to
town and built a home in the Pueblo de San Jose de Guadalupe on Market
Square which was then the important street of the Pueblo." The Bernal home
was located on the east side of Market Street about a half block from its
intersection with San Carlos Street. It was directly across from the home of
Dr. De Sassait. Market street at that time was the plaza, the most central and
important part of the city. Martha Kottinger writes: "His home was the
largest on that street and the large Sala was often rented out for special occa-
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sions such as weddings, fiestas, or just neighborly gatherings. The new St.
Joseph's adobe church was just one block away from the new home ·which
made it easier to attend mass as the children were not always able to attend
.c hurch while living ten miles away at Santa Teresa." Juan Pablo had now
become one of the important citizens of San Jose, not taking part in politics,
but always keeping his house open to everyone and entertaining all on
important occasions. There were many Indian servants in the household
who received kind treatment, were assured a good home, and did not have
duties beyond their physical powers to perform. Juan Pablo, according to
his granddaughter, did take the responsibility of having charge of the guard
over the prisoners at the pueblo jaii.S
vVhen Mexico and the United States became involved in the Mexican
War and American settlers and explorers took up arms against the native
Californianos (who had appealed to the United States for annexation), Juan
Pablo joined General Castro's Mexican force made up entirely of native
Californians and fought for the honor of his neighbors and himself. Goade?
into battle, the Californians fought several engagements against the Amencans, vvere defeated, and returned to their homes. Juan Pablo returned without scars of battle, but during Fremont's scouring of the countryside in
search of mounts, he lost a good many horses - as did Livermore and many
more of the rancheros.
During the period from 1 840-5 o J nan Pablo spent most of his time in San
Jose where he was known as the "farmer." He and his brother Agostin were
spoken of as men of reservation, quiet in nature and benevolent- pet~s?n
alities who were respected in their community, but not active in polmcs.
In 1839, after the secularization of Mission San Jose, Juan Pablo, his brother
Agostin, Antonio Sunol and Antonio Maria Pico, the latter two having
married Bernal sisters, applied for a grant of land consisting of Mission lands
in the Vaile de San Jose, now known as Livermore Valley. Livermore and
Noriega had already occupied the eastern part of the valley known as ':Las
Positas." Amador had occupied the northwestern section at Dublin sm.ce
1824. After having presented the proper descriptions and reasons for desuing the grant and proving the improvements made, Governor Alvarado
approved the grant and the four partners received title to Rancho El alle
de San Jose. 6 The main headquarters were made at Alisal, the present stt.e of
Pleasanton. Sunol located at the village which bears his name and 111 a
building near that which now houses the caretaker at the City of San Francisco's vVater Temple. None of the partners resided on the rancho, but kept
a hired major domo to look after and manage the herds which had been
brought over from Santa Teresa. It was here that Fremont's men rounded
up horses on their way to fight the Californians in Santa Clara Valley. After
the end of the Mexican \iVar, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo assured the
Californians that they would hold title to their lands. Juan Pablo continued

Y
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to live in his adobe in San Jose. Except for the great influx of Americans,
life was much the same as it had been under Mexico. Cattle were the wealth
of the province and horses were plentiful. Indians were largely wild and
had returned to their old haunts and rancherias since the missions had been
secularized. In his own words, Juan Pablo related for a Mr. Savage, in an
interview recorded by a Senor Piiia vvho could write Spanish/ the following
account:
"In April of r 848, we were to have a rodeo, some twenty persons in all,
along with peons, vaqueros, and proprietors, at the Rancho de la Laguna de
Juan Alvirez. 8 Robert Livermore went with us, commissioned by Sutter to
obtain one thousand head of cattle which it was our duty to help him round
up. We were occupied with the rodeo when we came upon, at the Ojo de
La Coche, 9 the road to Monterey/ 0 a great track of horses and over it there
were three dead beasts, which had been skinned. vVhen we had finished the
rodeo and were again reunited, we decided that we would pursue the Indians
who had taken with them a part of the string of horses. With this object in
mind, we went immediately, some to the nearest ranchos to find arms, others
to kill a beef and roast the meat for the expedition. When these returned,
some with old guns, swords, rifles, knives, some even with sticks, and when
the party of men were ready, sixteen armed and mounted men, we set out
to follow in pursuit the trail of the Indians. Those men who I can remember
are the following: Pedro Chaboya, Antonio Maria Pico, Damesio Berryesa,
Mariano Hernandez, Isidro Higuerra, Agostin Bernal, Bruno Bernal, Robert
Livermore, Juan Bernal (he who speaks), Jose Higuerra, Jose Bernal, Cornelio Hernandez, Jose Bernal (llam,ado el Caclote 11 because it was he who
could track the trail of Indians). Crossing wide banks, going down steep
hillsides, crossing creeks and jumping precipices, we arrived at a point near
the peak of San Luis de Gonzaga 12 on a lagoon which is found between two
mountains. On the road the beasts of four of our companions became
fatigued, and they turned back. Those whom I have named reached the
lagoon. 13 Jose Bernal, a man very experienced in tracking, was the first to
discover them. There were nine Indians. Some were bathing in the lagoon.
Others were roasting horse meat, and the rest were carding wool. Bernal,
being very careful that the Indians did not notice him, returned to where
we were, instructed us to come behind him and said that there were the
Indians. Then we conferred about the mode of attack so that not one of
the Indians would escape. We decided on a plan at the suggestion of
Chaboya that we should surround them, cutting off all access whereby they
might escape. This we executed in very great silence so that the Indians
would not suspect the strategy. Then Jose de Jesus Bernal, who before had
scouted, went to explore the camp of the Indians, who were undressing
themselves. Crawling like a snake, he entered the tules on the banks of the
lagoon, in a place where he could see all the movements of the Indians with-
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out himself being seen. In a short time he returned to us with the same
signal, saying to us in a low voice that we could attack and that the Indians
were very much at ease. And so we executed the plan. Those who were at
the part of the lake by which it would be most easy to escape had the object
in mind of cutting off their retreat. When they noticed that -vve were surrounding them, they ran to take up their arms. Those who were bathing
themselves hastened to leave, and naked, they snatched arms and ran about
as if they were lost. Afterward they began dancing their war dances, jumping here and there and making horrible gestures and contortions, mimicking
with their bows the action of shooting and giving war cries as to make it
sound as though more than three thousand of them had gathered. One of
them said, 'Now they will die like dogs.' On hearing this Jose Higuerra,
who was situated over a little hill, took out his pistols and showing them to
the Indians, said to them with indignant voice, 'Now all of you are going to
die because we bring many pistols and balls and powder to kill with.' The
terror that these words instilled in the enemy was so great that each one
tried to escape in a different direction, but we spread ourselves out and
entered into combat, man to man. Some of the companions prepared their
lazos. Bruno Bernal, my brother, pursued an Indian with his lazo and on
descending a hill successfully caught him around the neck, running with
him toward where we were and saying, 'I overtook this rascal who only
carried an arrow in his hand to defend himself with and I buckled him with
my reata.' The body of the Indian went limp and on inclining ourselves on
our horses to see, we did not note that he was dead. I grappled at close
quarters with one of the enemy, and after having freed myself of many
arrows which were shot at me, I succeeded in shooting a ball through his
abdomen from side to side. The Indian fell, face downward. On seeing this,
Cornelio Hernandez, who was near to me, ran toward the Indian saying,
'Now it is ended for the fox.' But as he approached, the Indian raised himself slowly and struck a blow with an arrow which entered the Adam's
Apple and passed through it. The Indian, who had perhaps used his last
strength in the attack, fell dead, while behind, Hernandez, wounded as he
was, hurled himself against the body, took out a munitions knife which he
carried, and tried to cudgel him with it, but it broke. Nevertheless, with
the piece ·which remained, he was able to hack a great wound and at the
same time that he opened a roadway to the heart with his piece of knife
he was saying, as if the cadaver could hear, 'I forgive you, Brother! I forgive your Brother!' I was taking care of the wound when I heard my
nephew, Jose Bernal, who called to me, 'Come here, Uncle, we have Indians,
I and Jose Higuerra.' I left Hernandez and ran to where they were calling.
There all of the company was united except Hernandez. I said, 'The sun is
setting and the Indians are leaving us.' My brother Agostin Bernal, and
Robert Livermore answered, 'You are so brave, why do you not overtake
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them?' Pedro Chaboya said, directing himself toward me, 'You, with the
Joses, attack them from that side and I with Demesio Berryesa and Mariano
Hernandez on the other.' This we did: Chaboya battled with an Indian
body to body. The blows were struck with an extraordinary agility, being
too near to shoot and already advanced in years. At last he was successful
in killing him. All of his clothes were ripped from the blows, but he did not
receive even one wound. On the other side they also tried to fight hand to
hand; the Indians were dying, one by one, lying everywhere, but their
enemies were better mounted and with better arms. The group of which I
have mentioned finally occupied themselves with pursuing the Indians. The
two which we had surrounded, fled in the direction of the lake where they
were overtaken. One of them we killed, but the other escaped us. When the
body was taken out Demesio Berryesa cut off the ears as a trophy of war.
It should be noted that the body was left about a hundred varas from where
we made camp for the night. Of the nine Indians, only one escaped. The
rest were left unattended at the place of action and we did not bother to
bury the bodies. We had Cornelio Hernandez gravely wounded in the
throat by an arrow and his brother Mariano severely wounded in the hand.
During the night we slept at the camp, leaving some of the company to
guard the string of horses, which had been stolen by the Indians. These
consisted of nearly 1 6o head, without counting those which had been killed
on the road.
"As Cornelio was feeling very low we asked him, when we brought him
into camp, if he wanted to make a will. Antonio Maria Pico offered to write
it. Hernandez, with arrow removed from his throat, could now talk, but at
times he didn't know what the notary was saying, the notary writing with a
pencil and an old paper which he found in one of his pockets serving as a
will. The table was the horn of a saddle, and the light vvas made of burning
straw. The testator, half dead and with a voice hardly perceptible, dictated
this testament : 'one hide for a J\ilass which will be said by Father Magin; my
spurs and my saddle to my brother, Mariano; to Silveria Pacheco and Carmen Berryesa, his sweethearts, that 'they commend my soul to God and
don't forget me.' (On hearing this everyone shook with laughter in spite of
the graveness of the situation); 'to Juan Bernal (he who speaks) I entrust
that he teach my son, Francisco, the law of God that should he ever be in
my condition, he will know how to pray, not like me because I can't do it,
not having been taught how.' We were busy with this when we heard a
noise as if the branches were breaking; everyone looked toward that side
and we saw an Indian coming, step by step and weaving as if he was intoxicated; everyone was alarmed . Antonio Maria Pico said to Pedro Chaboya,
'Stop him, you are a great man,' and .he answered, 'No, you, who are so
brave.' Thus we remained for a long while until with impatience we scrambled to shoot him, but Jose Higuerra said at this time, 'He should die.' In
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fact, he took his rifle, making a bundle of rules serve as a shield, and thus he
went to where the Indian was. A little while later he returned laughing,
saying that the Indian he had dispatched was the one without the ears who
had appeared to be lying dead at the other side of the lake, that perhaps ~e
had raised himself with object that he would crucify us, but perhaps hrs
strength had failed and there where he was about to attack, he was found
already dead.
"On the following day we left camp and returned with the wounded and
the string of horses. Cornelio Hernandez was cured by Dr. William Gulnac
and he who made such an original ·will still lives in California enjoying good
health."

*

*

In I 848 gold was discovered at Sutter's Mill and California was immediately invaded by gold seekers from every corner of the ·world. The Mother
Lode became a roaring camp needing food and the rancheros could supply
the meat for gold. In I 8 so Juan Pablo's daughter, Marfa Refugia, married
John W. Kottinger, an Austrian, who had been travelling through Europe
as a teacher, and later was a doctor in Kentucky and Louisiana. Then he
went to Chile to teach in the University at Valparaiso. In I 849, after gold
had been discovered in California, he arrived in San Francisco with a shipment of goods to sell to a local merchant. From there he went to San Jose
where he met Juan Pablo and his family. He opened a school in that city
and in I85o he married Marfa Refugia. The young couple established themselves on a part of Juan Pablo's holdings at Alisal (Pleasanton). In the
meantime, Juan Pablo had become owner of one half of Rancho El Valle
de San Jose. The senior partner, Antonio Maria Pico, had sold his one
quarter share in I 842 to Antonio Sunol for I 50 head of cattle. Sunol in turn
sold the same share to Juan Pablo for the sum of $4,ooo, making Juan Pab~o
the owner of one half of the rancho. John Kottinger made his residence m
Pleasanton for about five years in an adobe on the south bank of Arroyo del
Valle before Juan Pablo and his wife came to live about a mile north of
Kottinger's in the principal adobe of the rancho. Juan Pablo and Kottinger
had become closely associated in the cattle business and they drove many
head of cattle to the mines where they were exchanged for gold. The herds
in the Livermore Valley were flourishing and there were many steers to send
to the mines. During this time Joaquin IVIurieta, vvho formerly had been an
employee of the Bernal family, was active in the area as a bandit and frequently made attempts to rob Juan Pablo and his son-in-law of the gold
gained from cattle sales. Victoria Livermore 14 has told that Murieta 15 and
his men made weekly visits to the Kottinger adobe on Saturdays to claim a
share of the bread baked that day by Refugia and an Indian servant. On one
occasion when Juan Pablo and John Kottinger returned from the mines
with their saddlebags filled with gold, Rafaela Feliz y Bernal and her
daughter Refugia were the heroines in saving their men from being slain for
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their wealth. It was the custom to take the gold either to San Jose or San
Francisco and make a deposit with Wells Fargo. Juan Pablo and his son-inlaw had set out early in the morning for San Francisco and Rafaela had
remained at the Kottinger adobe with her daughter. About two hours after
the departure of Juan Pablo and Kottinger, Murieta rode into the yard and
seeing Rafaela at the window sewing, he fired a shot which hit a silver
thimble on the sill and lodged in the wall beyond. Rafaela vvas thoroughly
startled and Refugia, hearing the commotion, came to the front yard. vVhen
she saw the bandits, she invited them into the house to eat. A great meal ·was
served to Joaqufn and his men, taking so much time that Juan Pablo and
John Kottinger were far away and beyond pursuit when Joaqufn politely
took his leave of the ladies and the lives and gold of the two prominent
pioneers were saved.
On another occasion Juan Pablo was transporting gold alone to San Jose
when he was waylaid by bandits on the Mission Grade just as the canyon
comes into Palomares Canyon. Two men sprang from under a willow, and
shot Juan Pablo who fell to the ground. They took his gold, but left his
horse which carried Juan Pablo, wounded in the breast, to San Jose. It is
said that he never fully recovered from the bullet wounds.
Juan Pablo and Rafaela had six children: lVIada Refugia, Francisco Guadalupe, Teresa, Joaqufn, and Luis. The children were born at Santa Teresa,
but spent their childhood at the home in San Jose. Always in the spirit of
generosity, Juan Pablo made his children a happy home, providing anything
they cared to have except schooling, which was not available.
.
At the settlement of titles to his holdings after r 8 so, Juan Pablo wrote h1s
will. Each of his children received immediately a sizeable piece of land.
To his wife and children he left his share in Santa Teresa which would have
become his at the death of his mother, Dona Josefa Sanchez y Bernal. His
wife and children were to receive also, at his death the house in San Jose.
The division of Rancho el Valle de San Jose left Juan Pablo with about
2o,ooo acres. He divided this in half, giving each one of his six children a
share of the half and keeping for himself and his wife the other half. The
deed was signed with his mark in the presence of A. L. Caldwell and Frederic Hall, Notary Public, at San Jose on July 7, rSsr. Juan Pablo continued
16
to retain a residence in San Jose and Pleasanton until his wife Rafaela died.
In his later years being left a lonely man, Juan Pablo again took a wife,
built a new home on Vine Street, San Jose, and there he lived his remaining
years.
He was, at one time, one of the wealthiest pioneers in California and the
Bernal Family was considered one of the most fortunate of native families
in keeping their holdings. At one time he was in partnership with Moraga,
owning some 3o,ooo acres, but he sold his interest to his partner. He was n.ot
bitter at not having retained his wealth in his old age, but looked with sansfaction on the advantageous position in which he left his children who each
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had the means to meet and cope with the transition from the old life to the
new American system. \Nhatever is said, Juan Pablo Bernal was a true
pioneer. He filled his station well and left this entire area the legacy of his
be~ng here and setting the scene for the present communities which we novv
enjoy.
NOTES
I. Ju an Pablo Bernal was baptized at Mission Santa Clara, June 2 7, I8 I o- recorded
in book of Baptism, book 2, No. 57 I I. Baptized by Father Catala.
2. The marriage ceremony was performed by Fray Francisco Palou.
3· See F?"Ontispiece: the pen drawing is by Evelyn B. Moller, Pleasanton.
4· The author's great aunt.
5· Juan Pablo Bernal was ]uez de Ca1npo or Justice of the Peace (Country Judge )
in San Jose.
6. From Mission Dolores Basilica, marriage register, file 2, microdex I, Page 6:
Rancho El Valle de San Jose contained I6leagues or 64,000 acres.
7· This is a translation, by the author, of a document in Bancroft Library, University of California.
8. La Laguna de Juan Alvirez was located on the old Spanish Trail near presentday Coyote. It usually is called Laguna Seca Rancho. The "Dry Lake" is still in evidence west of town. It was at this place that Fremont had outfitted his company in
February, 1846.
9· This was the Ojo de Agua de Ia Coche Rancho granted to Juan i'vlaria Hernandez on August 4, I835· It later became the home of Martin Murphy, Sr., pioneer of
I844. It was located near Madrone.
IO. The road to Monterey and the Coast branched off from El Camino Real just
south of Morgan Hill.
·
I I. A tracker.
I 2. This may have been the earliest name applied to Loma Prieta.
13· It is difficult to determine the exact location of this laguna. It was, perhaps, one
of the chain of small ponds which mark the San Andreas Fault along the Santa Cruz
mountains.
14. Victoria Livermore was the granddaughter of Robert Livermore and also of
Juan Pablo Bernal.
. 15. According to Martha Kottinger, Murieta would pound on the door and shout:
"Pan o Ia Vidal" (Bread or your life!)
I 6. Rafael a Feliz y Bernal died in I 87 I and was buried in the Santa Clara cemetery.
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(Continued from page 179)
credence to the true nature of these giant trees. It was not long before man
began to make direct use of the Big Trees. The northern groves are relatively
close to the Mother Lode and attracted tourists from an early date. Facilities
were opened and regular stages operated from Murphys and Coulterville.
Man soon began to think of logging the Sequoias. The scarcity of trees in
the Central Valley and excessive cutting in the foothills forced people to
turn elsewhere for lumber. The huge size of the Sequoias in the nearby Sierra
Nevada made them attractive to the early loggers. Not all of the groves were
logged. Most of the activity took place in the south, especially in the Kings
and Tule Rivers drainage areas. In spite of the fact that the Sierra Sequoia is
an inferior lumber tree (it is brittle) and wastage was high, logging was very
active between r885 and World War I. Several fine groves were decimated.
Logging persisted on private land into the 195o's.
The actions of those who ·wished to exploit the Sequoias gave impetus to
conservation-minded individuals. The establishment, in r89o, of two national
parks to preserve the redwoods, Sequoia and General Grant (later part of
Kings Canyon), was the result. Today approximately 90 per cent of the
Giant Sequoias are growing on land under the jurisdiction of the United
States government, State of California, or County of Tulare. Most of the
trees are thus preserved from cutting. Their fame has spread far and visitors
come from all over the world to see the Giants.
An investigation of the various factors which may be related to the present
and rather limited occurrence of Sequoia gigantea reveals many problems,
most of which have yet to be solved. The upper and lower limits of growth
appear to be climatically related, but soils may also be a factor. The northern
and southern margins of the Sequoia belt are not so well understood. No
pronounced diminution in size takes place in these directions; Big Trees
simply do not appear beyond certain places. There is also the question of
whether the size of the area occupied by Sequoias is changing. Evidence
points to either a static or expanding area.
Lastly, and of greatest importance, is the problem of why these trees occur
in distinct groves separated from each other by distances from a few to as
many as 6 5 miles. Are the present groves remnants of a once continuous
forest? John Muir naively attributed the gaps in the belt of Big Trees to
cold air and ice in the intervening valleys. 2 However, the last ice disappeared
at least 8ooo years ago and the oldest Sequoias are probably less than 4ooo
years of age.
One cannot help but wonder, as he contemplates the Giant Sequoias, what
events have transpired since they were born and what occurrences they may
yet witness. Their genus antedates ours by several million years. Perhaps
they will outlast us also. The Giant Sequoias are, in truth, magnificent trees.
NOTES
James Shirley, The Redwoods of Coast and Sierra (Berkeley, I936), PP· I I-IJ.
John Muir, "On the Post-Glacial History of Sequoia Gigantea." A.A.A.S.
P1·oceedings XXV (I 876), pp. 249-2 5 I.
x.
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TRAINING DELINQUENT BOYS
UNDER SAIL
By

THOMAS

A. McGEE"

General Albert lVlaver vVinn returned to California early in I 870. 1 He had
visited eastern labor and congressional leaders to support eight-hour workday legislation. Ironically the real significance of his trip lay in another area.
He learned of the growing interest in nautical training ships. vVinn urged
a similar program for San Francisco. His efforts, and those of the Mechanics
State Council, resulted in the Ja7nestown school ship experiment. It was the·
first, truly imaginative program for training delinquent boys on the West
Coast, and provided the statutory framework for mercantile training schools
in California and elsewhere.
European school ships were well established by the mid- I 8oo's. The Crimean vVar revealed that the French navy was exceptionally well trained and
disciplined. English naval ships swung at anchor, helplessly waiting for men.
Parliament appointed an investigating committee. It recommended training
for naval seamen, and setting aside five large war vessels as marine schools.
Success came quickly. Commercial and charitable interests seized the idea,
borrowing old men-of-war for nautical schools. 2 Some housed "destitute boys
picked up on the highways and byways of large cities." Originally the Conway was planned for children of deceased merchant officers and seamen; 3
others ·w ere used for reformatories, as the Clarence; 4 some trained poor but
honest boys destined to be seamen; and others were employed for officer
candidates, like the frigate vVorchester, known as the Thames Maritime
Officers' Training Ship. 5 Development was divided between ships set aside
to train seamen primarily, and those ·w ith additional purposes, as reforming
delinquent boys.
A similar division of purpose occurred in the United States. The idea of
reforming delinquent boys through nautical training was suggested as early
as I 8 I 2. The Reverend John Stanford proposed to the New York City
Council that delinquents be taught navigation ashore, followed by practical
experience at sea on special training vessels. 6 The Massachusetts, a training
ship for delinquent youth -vvas established by the Massachusetts Legislature
in I 859· A second vessel was added eight years later, followed by the Nfercury, reform ship for New York 7
Navy Commander Stephen B. Luce was chief spokesman for maritime
schools to produce seamen. He developed an interest in nautical training
early in his naval career. These ideas matured during the Civil vVar while
serving as Assistant, and later, Commandant of Midshipmen at the Naval
Academy . He proposed a training program for enlisted men, and two years
later, a plan for a Nautical College to prepare officers of the merchant service. His fundamental proposition was that training is to produce sailors *Thomas A. McGee is a graduate of the University of the Pacific, 195 L He is presently Deputy Chief, Division of Parole, California Youth Authority.
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"foremast hands, hard fisted, staunch, God-fearing American sailors" that
could only be made at sea on board sailing vessels. Senator Charles Sumner
reacted favorably, but nothing came of the plan. 8
San Francisco >vas engulfed in an economic depression early in the
I87o's. Jobs were scarce. Attention was drawn to the merchant marine. It
had declined sharply after the Civil vVar and was manned largely by foreign
born sailors. JVIore employment and strengthened international trade were
attractive objectives. The only way to become a seaman was "through the
hawsehole"- a berth on board a sailing vessel, with no experience. This was
often brutalizing, though the object of popular concern. General Winn's
proposal for a school ship to produce trained American sailors seemed to
harmonize with the current of public affairs.
\i\Tinn came to prominence in the California labor movement in I 866.
Late the next year he proposed organizing the Mechanics State Council, and
was made its president. It grew quickly, claiming six thousand members
across the state. The State Council created an arm, the Mechanics Deliberative Assembly, to encourage labor education.9 Attempts to popularize industrial, or trade training had been made for some years. Winn referred his
training ship idea to a committee of the Assembly, including James C.
Zabriskie as chairman, Phillip A. Roach, and Thomas W. vVand. 10
vVinn and Zabriskie led parallel lives in many ways. Both were officers
in their home state militia, Mississippi and New Jersey. They migrated
separately to California in I 849, and evidenced an interest in politics. Zabriskie drafted the first charter for Sacramento and was elected city attorney.
\i\Tinn was elected first mayor. Both took prominent parts in quelling the
Squatters' Riots, and were related to well known early day figures . Zabriskie's daughter married Governor J. Neely Johnson. Winn married the
widow of martyred James King of William, murdered editor of the Bulletin
whose death incited the second Vigilance Committee. Both moved to San
Francisco in I 86 I, vVinn engaging in the real estate business and Zabriskie
following his law practice in land cases. Political prominence, and an interest
in journalism and humanitarian affairs gave weight to their new, joint crusade to make able-bodied seamen of the "street arabs" at the San Francisco
Industrial School. 11
The Industrial School opened in I 848, with hope of treating delinquent
boys and girls humanely, correcting their aberrant behavior. Optimism soon
waned. Repeated investigations were orderedY The Evening Post charged
that boys were whipped with leather straps across their bare backs. Once,
allegedly a runaway was required to stand on a brick, atop an office safe,
continuously for near forty-eight hours. 13 After release, many boys were
arrested again. Trade training at the school was not wholly successful.
Zabriskie capsuled public concern, writing in the Daily Alta Californian
that the Industrial School and House of Correction could not produce
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desired reforms. He lamented that San Francisco was the home of more
than one thousand "desperate boys," and said the training ship would
" ... remove two hundred fifty boys at once from the influence of 'hoodlumism,' and not only preserve them from contaminating and destroying
influences, but ... educate them properly, and thus qualify them for useful, virtuous and intelligent citizenship. Ptevention is the only effective
remedy." 14
The plan for a San Francisco training ship was developed by Zabriskie's
committee. Captain Espinosa, a member of the Deliberative Assembly, once
served on a British training ship. 15 He added significantly to the plan. Many
influential citizens regarded the measure as visionary, and refused to give
their support. The committee was forced to launch a plan to popularize the
proposal. 16 After months of effort, newly elected State Senator Phillip A.
Roach, a member of the committee, introduced a bill December 4, r 873.
It was enacted with little difficulty and signed by Governor Newton Booth
in March the following year. 17 The statute authorized the Board of Supervisors to procure and maintain a vessel for training seamen. Boys would
be taken from the San Francisco Industrial School and placed on the ship.
In addition, the lVIunicipal Court of San Francisco was given authority to
sentence boys under eighteen, who were convicted of a misdemeanor, to
serve their imprisonment on the training vessel. After a time on the ship, the
Board was authorized to transfer boys to naval or merchant ships, where
they would serve the remainder of their sentence or period of confinement.
The county was empowered to spend all necessary funds up to $2 5,ooo
yearly. The measure did not take effect until the federal government furnished a vessel for these purposes.
California's United States Senator A. A. Sargent introduced the measure
on December I 5, I 873. 18 The following March, Sargent argued that it
would make young men available for the merchant and naval service that
would be destructive to society if allowed to follow their own course. He
emphasized it would fill the merchant marine with American citizens instead
" ... of as now with poor material drawn from nearly all countries in the
world." Finally, he cited the successful training ships then under parentage
of the English government as evidence that the plan was workable. 19 As
enacted June 20, I 874, however, the statute prohibited using federally
loaned school ships for punishment or commutation of punishment for
crimes. 20
Upon enactment of federal and state enabling statutes, Zabriskie's committee urged the Board of Supervisors to proceed. The proposal was referred
to the judiciary committee. It reported favorably even though the statutes
were seriously in conflict. In turn, the Board unanimously voted to ask the
Governor to apply to the Secretary of the Navy for a vessel. The Governor complied three days later, and within a month, the twenty-gun sloop-
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of-war Jamestown was ordered fitted out and Lt. Commander Henry Glass
was appointed commanding officer. 21
After more than a year's effort, San Francisco's school ship seemed assured.
The Jamestown was prepared for training duty. Lt. Commander Glass submitted his first accounting of expenses during November. It was allowed by
the Board, but County Auditor Monroe Ashbury refused to pay the claim.
He based his decision on the conflict between the federal and state statutes.
Glass petitioned for a writ of mandate to secure payment. Eventually it
reached the State Supreme Court. This incident set the stage for the first
clear judicial expression of the parens patriae philosophy of treating delinquent youth in California, a year later. 22 The immediate effect was to delay
further the school vessel. The Supreme Court held that the county had no
authority to accept the vessel since the federal statute prohibited takin~
persons assigned to the ship as punishment, while the California law had th1s
avowed purpose. Specifically, the court said the " ... legislature intended to
constitute the training ship substantially as a part of the Industrial School,
in which juvenile offenders were to be confined pursuant to the judgment
of certain criminal courts of the State." 23
These obstacles failed to dissuade proponents of the training ship idea.
The Board of Supervisors resolved to apply to the State Legislature for
amendments, and asked the Secretary of the Navy to allow the Jamestown
to remain at Mare Island in charge of Lt. Commander Glass. Later, a further resolution was passed authorizing the mayor to borrow funds to keep
the Jamestown in order until the California enabling statute was amended.
The Jamestown was kept on standby. 24
In August, I 87 5, Ah Peen, a sixteen-year-old "mongolian" boy ":'as
arrested in San Francisco for "leading an idle and dissolute life." The pohce
judge committed him to the Industrial School. 25 On appeal it was argued
that this action was contrary to the constitutional right to trial by jury, and
due process. Glass v. As/.?bury had suggested that boys were committed to
the Industrial School as punishment for crimes.26 This implied a criminal
court proceeding where such rights were guaranteed. The California
Supreme Court held, in Ah Peen's case, that " ... the action of the police
judge ... did not amount to a criminal prosecution, nor to proceedings
against the minor ... The purpose in view is not punishment for off~nses
done, but reformation and training of the child in habits of industry w1th a
view to his future usefulness when he shall have been reclaimed to society,
or shall have attained his majority." 27
The State Legislature moved quickly to enact a new enabling statute,
February I 5, I 876. 28 It differed in several ways. Fifteen-day cruises were
required each month. A standing "Training Ship Committee" of the Board
of Supervisors was organized to manage the vessel. Physical examinations
were required before boys could be accepted. Age limits of fourteen through
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eighteen were set. The Board could indenture or transfer boys with their
consent, and that of their parents, to serve on merchant vessels after passing
required examinations. Most important, boys could not be taken on the
Jamestown for punishment. This revision overcame the conflict between
federal and state legislation. Ex parte Ah Peen made it possible to take boys
from the Industrial School who were not confined for penal violations. 29
vVithin a month the Board of Supervisors adopted rules for operating the
Jamestown. 30 Glass was given the task of hiring all officers and seamen.
They included an executive officer, navigator, seamenship instructor, surgeon, storekeeper, steward, master-at-arms, and others. Their total monthly
salaries were set at $845. All officers served as instructors.
Boys were admitted on application of their parents, or from the San
Francisco Industrial School if not confined for penal offenses. An entrance
fee was assessed to cover cost of uniform, hammock, and bedding plus a
$ I4.oo maintenance charge monthly. The Board of Supervisors could waive
these fees for indigent families.
The commanding officer was empo·wered to order a summary court martial for cre\v members under Navy regulations. Mild punishment such as
extra duty and drills, deprivation of liberty or confinement for a few hours
were authorized for boys. Further discipline could be ordered by the Board
of Supervisors. Visitors were allowed aboard on special days with permission of the commanding officer. Boys were authorized liberty every two
weeks. They could not sleep ashore. Masters of merchant vessels receiving
boys from the Jamestown were required to give additional training and
report on their progress at the end of each voyage.
After more than three years of constant effort, the Jamestown was formally transferred to the City and County of San Francisco on April I 3, I 876Y
A prospectus was issued, romanticising the Jamestown, to encourage applicants. The Jamestown was built at Norfolk Navy Yard and launched in
I 844. She was designed with a full spar deck, a straight rising flopr and low,
hard bilges. 32 Like other ships in her class, she was a good sailer. The Jamestown attracted attention in I 84 7 by making an extremely fast passage across
the Atlantic. Early that year a relief commitee had been formed in Boston
to help relieve the famine in Ireland. Congress loaned the Jamstown and
another ship to transport food to the stricken populous. Officered by civilian
volunteers, she was driven to Cork Harbor. The crossing took fifteen days
and three hours, a record crossing. 33 The Jamestown was kept on the eastern seaboard for several years.34 JVlost of the Civil vVar was spent in routine
blockade duty. She was under fire on one notable occasion when a blockade
runner was discovered off the mouth of the St. IVIarys. The Jamestown
gave chase, causing the Alvarado to run ashore and be destroyed.
Two youthful recruits, vVilliam Harrison and Harvy Glidden, signed
aboard within a week after the Jamestown was transferred to training duty.
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Lt. Houston, executive officer, and the ship's surgeon visited the Industrial
School to select boys from a group of fifty applicants. Enthusiasm was high
after such a prolonged effort to establish the training ship. Glass spoke hopefully of the number of boys to be recruited. 36
Public skepticism failed to abate. The Argonaut described the Jamestown
as a "salt water university" and superciliously recounted the inaugurating
celebration: 37
·
"The w hole Democratic Board of Supervisors were 'on deck' when the flag was run
up for the first time, and all 'fiat on their backs' before it tumbled to the boom of the
sunset gun. Seventy-four empty bottles will stand in any court of competent jurisdiction and swear to this. There was some little difficulty experienced in getting boys to
go aboard the Jamestown after they noted the condition in which the city fathers had
come ashore, but finall y all mere temperance scruples were overcome, and a crew of
ten little urchins with clothespin bags were tumbled over the side and welcomed by
Commander Glass . ... Incorrigible boys knocked down their fathers, insulted their
mothers, and raided corner groceries for the sole purpose of becoming eligible to a
scholarship in the new academy."

Apart from the defamatory character of this statement, it reflects a problem the managing committee encountered immediately. Optimism about
the number of boys applying for admission soon faded. Recruits arrived
slowly. This problem shadowed the training ship and largely influenced the
decision to discontinue the program two years later. All maintenance charge
for boys from San Francisco were eliminated in November in an effort to
stimulate applications.38
The Jamestown and St. Marys, school ship in New York, had similar
training programs. Boys were classified and quartered, depending on general ability, age and size. They were divided into two watches and these, in
turn, into crews of sixteen. Each crew was assigned to a seaman.
All hands were called at 6: oo a.m., hammocks were lashed and stowed
away, and all made ready for inspection. Boys acted as their own cooks.
\ iVhen breakfast was finished, the cooks scoured the dishes and tables while
others swept or holy-stoned the decks. At nine, classes began, including
reading, English grammar, arithmetic, and writing. Boys took pride in learning the skills of seamanship, and parroting the vernacular of "old salts." 39
Boys learned hovv to scull, row, steer, box the compass, take bearings, heave
the lead, and bend, loosen, furl, and reef a sail. Morning exercises closed at
I I: 30, with recreation until lunch. Decks were again cleaned, with classes
until four. \ iVhile at sea, of course, the daily routine was altered. ·
Late in July, with eighty-four student seamen aboard, the Ja111estown set
sail for Hawaii. The nineteen-day passage was quiet. Glass exuberantly
reported by mail to Zabriskie and the Board of Supervisors that all boys
were well behaved ... considering the material . . . [we] have to work
with." The boys have " . .. exercised daily in making sail and taking in sail,
working ship, trimming yards, steering, and heaving the log, besides instruc-
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tion in knotting and splicing ropes, fitting rigging and general duties of
seamenship." 40 Liberty ashore was allowed, twelve boys at a time. All
returned to the ship. After staying long enough to paint the vessel, Glass
turned her eastward for home. In early September, ·while practicing sail
making at sea, Andrew Perritt, a boy from the Industrial School, fell from
the mizzen topsail yardarm into the water, striking his head on a boat davit.
Lt. Houston put a sh1all boat over the side, but could not locate the boyY
After a short time at San Francisco, the Jamestown made a second trip to
Hawaii, returning early in April 1877. The Argonaut acidly described the
training cruise. It implied that members of the Board of Supervisors and
Glass arranged a plan to return a quantity of gin, brandy, and cigars for
prominent public officials. It could not be brought ashore as there was too
much to be admitted duty free. Tom Shannon, collector of the port, allegedly conspired in the plot and arranged to have the extra cases put on the
surplusage list of the steamer City of New York. Righteously, but mockingly, The Argonaut commented: 42
"We sincerely hope that no one connected with the transaction will think that we
are finding any fault. We know no better use to which a good staunch ship and $25,ooo
a year of the tax-payer's money could be put than to run thirty-two cases of brandy,
gin and cigars into this port, free of duty, for our leading Democrats. vVe are glad the
ship was put to so good use, and that the golden fleece was found in liquid form. Nay,
we go even further than this, and suggest, for the delectation of our municipal officers,
that the City Hall be at once transformed into a rat pit, the House of Corrections into
a bowling alley, and that the money saved on the free importation of the brandy and
gin be devoted to the purchase of Montgomery Queen's circus, and that it be turned
loose in the new Hall of Records."

First annual examinations were held a few days after the ship's returr;t·
The Board of Supervisors, state senators and assemblymen, and other prominent citizens departed en masse, from the Pacific Mail \ iVharf aboard the
steam-tug Anasha, and were welcomed on the Jamestown, lying in the
stream off Third Street. The Daily Alta Californian described the ceremony
in admiring expletives: 43
" . .. the juvenile jacks were drawn up in line and put through the manual of rifle
practice. This was followed by a nautical examination, consisting of going aloft, looser:ing, clewing and taking in sails, which were performed with skill and proficiency m
the short space of eleven minutes, amid the applause of the spectators. An alarm of fire
was sounded, and in an instant every boy was at his post, pumps were manned, hoses
drawn, and water playing through the ports in one minute and a half. . . . After lunch
a dress parade was given, the splendid appearance of the boys being the subject of
favorable comment by all. . . ."

Prizes were awarded for seamenship, attention to duty, and studies. A
special gold medal for exemplary conduct, gift of 1\llayor D. \iV. Laird, w~s
given one boy for jumping overboard in Honolulu and rescuing one of h1s
comrades. Nineteen boys from San Francisco and one each from Red Bluff,
New Jersey, \i"Vashington Territory, and Liverpool, England, were recom-
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mended for graduation to men-of-war or merchant vessels. Few merchant
ships were fitting for sea at the time, but berths for a few were found with
help from the U. S. Shipping Commissioner. 44
Glass stressed the need for hull and deck repair in his first report to the
Board. During the year, the Navy Department had fitted new sails and
rigging at no cost to the county. He asked for an increased budget to allow
200 boys in the program at all times, and the purchase of a second, smaller
vessel. Finally, Glass proposed at least six months on the Ja111.estown be
required of all student sailors serving on the ship. During the first year 90
boys were received from the Industrial School, I o5 from San Francisco at
large, and six from elsewhere. 45
On July I7, I877, the Jam.estmvn sailed on a third training cruise to
Hawaii. During the four months' absence, she visited all major ports in the
islands and helped search for a disabled Hawaiian steamer. 46 Again the training ship returned to San Francisco amid great fanfare. Annual examinations
were conducted in late November. Forty-seven boys were certified as qualified for duty aboard merchant vessels, and a number actually went to sea.
Repairs took the next six months, with the training program going forward
as usual in port. In all, I 7 2 boys were received during the yearY
From the start, no study was given the number of boys actually available
for nautical training. The Jamestown was equipped to house 200, or more.
Yet the Industrial School had an average population of about the same
number. 48 Many of these were ineligible. Obviously, it could not supply
enough boys to keep the training ship operating. It was expected that private
applicants would more than fill the empty berths. Comparatively few were
received. The Board of Supervisors complained that this occurred because
parents of" ... most of the boys seemed to look upon the training ship as a
vessel on which it -vvas convenient to place wayward and capricious boys,
who, by their course of conduct would not brook parental control, for the
purpose of merely subjecting them to a course of discipline for a few months
in order to render them tractable and subservient. The main object, that of
fitting the boys by education to be good seamen, was lost sight of. The best
evidence of which was the almost universal persistent applications for the
discharge of boys after a service of only a few months." 49 Zabriskie, the
Board, and others had not seen that parents would be cautious about enlisting their sons to serve aboard the same vessel as confined delinquent boys.
It was the Board that "lost sight" of the original purpose-rehabilitating
delinquent boys by giving them an honorable occupation.
A move was made to recruit applicants statewide and reduce or redistribute costs, when the Legislature met early the next year. Members of the
San Francisco delegation sponsored legislation to have the state government
share half the cost, and in turn, the other counties would proportionately
share space on the training ship. Some argued that the scheme should be
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opposed. 50 Others encouraged discontinuing the Jamestown altogether.
State Senator iVlcCoppin, speaking for a minority of the San Francisco
delegation, said the whole project had broken under its own weight. He
quoted Glass as announcing monthly costs would not exceed $I o.oo for
each boy, and that the $25,ooo annual appropriation was enough to maintain I so to 200 boys. Instead, the actual monthly cost was $26.oo, or $3 I 2
yearly. This was near $286 more than expenditures for education in the
public schools for each student. McCoppin asked why such an exceptional
course should be followed for So boys when the Superintendent of Education reported I4,ooo attend no school. 51 He neglected, of course, to note
that the heavy monthly cost arose because the ship never approached its
actual capacity.
The joint sponsorship bill was enacted amid outspoken disagreement. 52
It provided for appropriations of $2 5,ooo yearly by both the City and
County of San Francisco, and the State. Each could send an equal number
of boys. Actually, San Francisco paid, not only for boys from that county,
but a proportionate share of the cost for those from other counties. A State
A dvisory Board was formed to administer that part of the training ship
program for the counties as a whole. Even though the ·weight of popular
opinion over-rode objections to the training vessel, support had diminished
greatly. The Mechanics State Council was discontinued later that year. 53
The Jamestown's chief spokesman was gone.
The Governor delayed, but finally appointed James Farwell, Horace
\ iVatson, and Stuart Taylor to the State Advisory Board. 54 Late in June,
other counties statewide were notified of the number they could assign to
the training ship. Strenuous efforts were made to advertise the advantages of
a nautical education. 55 Applications arrived slowly. The San Francisco Board
of Supervisors persisted in the view that parents sent their sons as a temporary restraint, to divert their delinquent tendencies. Finally, the Advisory
Board insisted that Industrial School boys be removed from the Jamestown
as a demonstration that the training ship was not for delinquent youth. 56
Contradictory purposes, too few student seamen, high costs and diminished public interest made abolishment certain. The San Francisco City and
County Board of Supervisors acted incisively. Pleas for delay by the State
A dvisory Board had little impact. On February 28, I879, the Jamestown
was delivered to Commodore E . R. Calhoun. California's experiment in
training delinquent boys under sail was finished.
The Jamestown training ship was a transitory, soon forgotten experiment. Yet it mirrored a public interest in correcting delinquent boys, and in
a different sphere, a concern about nautical training. Both took firmer shape
slowly. California's first juvenile probation law followed in five years, and
the San Francisco Boys and Girls Aid Society emerged as chief spokesman
for the "street arabs." The California IVlaritime Academy followed, almost
fifty years later.
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ROBERT F. STOCKTON
AND THE AMERICAN CHARACTER
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE r9TH CENTURY
I
Stockton in Politics: Americanism. and the American Destiny
PART

By

GLENN

-vv PRrcE

Robert Field Stockton is known to those with an interest in the history of
California and the West as the naval officer who assumed command at Monterey soon after United States forces occupied that capital of the Mexican
province during the war with Mexico and vvas in supreme command in the
territory during the following crucial six months. Never a man to drop a
title, he signed his proclamations, "R. F. Stockton, Commodore and Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces of the United States in the Pacific
Ocean, and Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Territory of California." He was often referred to thereafter as "the conqueror of Califo~
nia," and the title was not entirely inappropriate. As a consequence of h1s
California career, his name appears in many places on the map of the western United States; a military fort in Texas, streets in many towns and cities,
and the name of the city which is the county seat of San Joaquin County
in the Central Valley of California.
.
Historians have recognized the importance of Stockton's work in Cal~
fornia in I846 and I847, although they have usually given him more cred1t
for energy and spirit than for the judicious use of the pmver he exercised.
Very little, however, has been written about his life other than this one
phase, despite the fact that he had a long public career, from the \iV ar of
I 8 I 2 through the Civil War, and played a leading role in a number of events
and developments and movements which are significant in the history of the
nation. The most important of these were: (I) His career as a naval officer,
not alone in California during the Mexican \iVar, but during and after the
vVar of I 8 I2, in the Mediterranean and the Caribbean, and on the Texas
coast in the summer of I 845; ( 2) His career as a leading politician in his
state of New Jersey and in \iVashington. He was in the center of political
currents and controversie~ throughout this middle period of American
history; ( 3) His career as a financier and promoter of great public en~er
prises, particularly in the application and inventions and technological 1111provements to public transport, both civilian and military. Stockton was at
the head of the canal and railroad corporation complex in the state of N ~w
Jersey, creating what was virtually a transportation monopoly, and w1~h
John Ericcson, the Swedish inventor, he developed the first naval warsh1p
in the world to have the steam engine below the deck and utilizing a screw
propeller. (4) Finally, he was deeply involved in that most fundamental
issue in American life during his time, American Negro slavery. He was,
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for a short period of time, in command of U. S. naval vessels operating off
the coast of Africa and in the Caribbean in the attempt to suppress the
international slave traffic; he worked with the American Colonization
Society in the establishment of a settlement on the -vvest coast of Africa for
kidnapped Africans and emancipated slaves, and he made the selection of
the area which became Liberia; and in the I8so's he was engaged in political
controversy on the slavery question and was a member of the Peace Convention of I 86 I, that last-ditch effort to find a compromise solution to the
sectional conflict which was moving into civil war.
In each of these areas, Stockton's actions and speeches and writings thro·w
light upon America's past, upon these important themes in American society
and thus upon American character. These four themes in Stockton's career
will be briefly surveyed in this and subsequent issues of this quarterly. The
series begins with his political ideas, and will conclude ·with his role in the
war with Mexico.
Robert F. Stockton moved naturally, almost automatically, into politics
in New Jersey and then onto the national scene. His grandfather, Richard,
had served in the Continental Congress and signed the Declaration of Independence; his father, Richard "the Old Duke," held many offices in New
Jersey and was U. S. Senator from his state, as Robert was to be, and his
son after him. During the waning years of the "era of good feelings," those
years when the United States was operating as a one-party state just as many
of the newly-emerging nations are today, Stockton was a supporter of
John Quincy Adams, but he threw his support to Andrew Jackson in I828
and I8p, and to Martin Van Buren in I836. In the election of I84o,
however, Stockton used his influence to help the vVhigs in that "Tippicanoe
and Tyler Too" campaign. In I844 he returned to the Democratic party
to work for James K. Polk and remained more or less of a Democrat thereafter, although in the late I 84o's and the 'so's he identified himself with the
American Party, the so-called Know-nothings, a nativist party whose main
principle ·was anti-Catholicism and anti-foreignism.
This record of changing party affiliation indicates that he did not have a
well-defined and strongly held political philosophy, and this was the case;
but on one issue in American politics he was consistent and persistent. In the
period of "Manifest Destiny," of aggressive expansionist feeling and action,
Stockton was a prototype of the American nationalist. His speeches through
the two decades before the Civil \ iVar, first as a private citizen active in
politics in New Jersey, then as an officer-politician during the war with
Mexico, and later as a United States Senator from I852 to I854 and an
important political leader in New Jersey thereafter, sharpen our understanding of the spirit of that age.
Stockton spoke on September 24, I844, at New Brunswick, New Jersey,
in support of James K. Polk, the Democratic candidate for president. The
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two great issues of that campaign were concerned with foreign policy:
the occupation of "all of Oregon," which in the Democratic slogan became
"Fifty-four Forty or Fight"; and the annexation of Texas, which they
asserted was the "re-annexation of Texas," the implication being that the
United States had once held true title to Texas, and that the title had been
given away to Spain in the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819. Stockton supported
the full expansionist program.
He devoted more attention to Texas than to Oregon, and listed a number
of advantages to be gained from the annexation of that former Mexican
province, but he placed the major emphasis upon the need for building up
American power in general in order to defend free institutions in the world.
In a passage which sounds not unlike much political oratory in the middle
of the twentieth century (changing only the name of the nation which
e_ndangers free governments), Stockton made the case for American expanSIOn:

God and nature, and inevitable circumstances, destine the United States to be the
only curb or check upon the ambition of Great Britain to rule the world. In every
quarter of the globe, that haughty and grasping power, for the last century, has been
augmenting her territory, and planting her standard upon all the commanding positions
of the globe; and still her progress is onward upon the march to universal Empire. Not
satisfied with her empire in Europe, Asia, and Africa, she has steadily looked to the
arrest of the natural progress of these States on this Continent. She has already stretched
her cordon of posts across this Continent, along our northern frontier, from Quebec to
the mouth of the Columbia. And to the possession of the vVest India Islands, she seeks
still further to add to her empire in the i\'Iexican Gulf, the Island of Cuba, the Isthmus
of Panama, and the beautiful plains of Texas. Are we willing, looking forward to the
certain struggle ere long to take place between us, that Great Britain should thus proceed, adding empire to empire, while we supinely disregard opportunities of strengthening ourselves for the contest ·w hich must sooner or later be upon us? Is this the course
which American statesmen should counsel or abet?
This question is of mightier magnitude than all local considerations, or party politics.
It affects the progress, the glory, the grandeur, and the ultimate importance of our
country in the great scale of nations. It involves our ultimate ability and comparative
strength for contending with our gigantic opponent for the freedom of the seas- for
the stability of the lnv of nations - for empire on this Continent- perhaps for the
privilege of free representative government, as opposed to monarchy .

Stockton concluded vvith the assertion that the president who should
accomplish the annexation of Texas would "stand next to Jefferson in the
grateful remembrance of his countrymen." Polk won the election against
Henry Clay and proceeded to back down and compromise the Oregon
controversy with Great Britain, while at the same time he was acquiring not
only Texas but New 1\!Iexico and California from Mexico. The relative
power of those two foreign nations is not irrelevant to an understanding of
U . S. policy.
vVhen Stockton returned overland from California to the east coast in
I 84 7 he was given a public dinner in his honor in Philadelphia. He gave an
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address, following a toast: "Our country- may she ever be right- but right
or wrong-our country." According to the report in Niles' National Register, Stockton asserted that the successes of the United States in the war
were due to the fact that "the spirit of our Pilgrim fathers is with us; it is
because the God of armies and the Lord of hosts is with us." He explained
the beginning of the war as the result of "the repeated insults which time
after time" Mexico had "offered this nation." And in pursuing a legitimate
object of war, he said,
in the providence of God we are placed, or are likely soon to be placed, in a position
where, by a fair and legitimate construction of the law of nations, the fate of Mexico
and the peace of this continent, to a greater or less extent, will devolve upon the virtue,
the wisdom, and the humanity of our rulers.

At the time of his address, the President had under consideration the
peace treaty which was soon to be accepted and ratified as the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo. Stockton had larger visions. He said that if he were
the sovereign authority of the country he would consider it his bounden
duty to reject such a treaty:
I would insist, if the war were to be prolonged for fifty years, and cost money enough
to demand from us each year the half of all that we possess, I would still insist that _the
inestimable blessings of civil and religious liberty should be guaranteed to Mexico.
'iVe must not shrink from this solemn duty. We dare not shrink from it.

It was an appropriate enterprise for the United States for we were, in his
judgment, the greatest of all the nations of history; any "though~ful
observer" could not "fail to be impressed with the conviction that we enJOY
a degree of happiness and prosperity never heretofore vouchsafed to the
nations of mankind."
A few years later, at an Independence Day celebration at Elizabethtown,
New Jersey, in I 85 I, Stockton lamented to the fact that "we have fallen
upon evil times," of discord between the sections, and he referred to the
possibility that the nation might divide; but this, he thought, would not
mean any slo·wing of the expansion of the people of the United States.
Rather the contrary:
Already has the Anglo-Saxon avalanche descended the western slope of the Rocky
Mountains to the Pacific shores. Hitherto the impulse has been ·w estward, and westward chiefly has been the march of empire, until at last it has met resistance in one of
those vast oceans which cover so large an area of the globe. Rebounding from the
contact, it will and must naturally soon take another and more southern direction.
I am only stating what I consider the law which governs the progress of the AngloSaxon race. I will not attempt to impeach or defend what I believe to be the inevitable
destiny of my country and my race .. . . Nevertheless, I am unwilling to say to my
countrymen that you shall go no farther East or West, or North or South. I am unwilling that the Anglo-American race shall perpetually recoil from any given boundary,
and that any portion of this continent not now in their possession shall forever be
impenetrable to their civilization, enterprise, and industry. Any such exercise of
authority would be as ineffectual as that of the Danish monarch over the Atlantic tides.
Faithfully let us perform all our treaty stipulations with our neighbours, punish
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marauders and lawless adventurers who within our borders marshal forces in hostile
array against a friendly power. But let us not attempt to prevent the peaceable progress
of our countrymen over a continent which Providence seems to have designed for their
occupation and civilization.

Stockton's emphasis upon race, and the peculiar destiny of the AngloAmerican "race," was a major theme of the latter half of the nineteenth
century, and it was closely related to the expansionist drive of the nation.
It was appropriate that Stockton should have allied himself with a political
party based on pride of race and of ancestry, on in-group loyalty again~t
out-group intruders. ·which had a brief, inglorious life during this pre-Civtl
War period.
A campaign biography of Stockton said in I 856, he had given "aid and
comfort to the Native Americans" in Philadelphia as early as I 845. In a
letter which he wrote in I 855 to a committee of the American Party of
Trenton, New Jersey, he associated himself with their principles, which he
listed as:
First.
Second.
Third.
Fourth.

The Constitution with its Compromises.
The preservation of the Union at all hazards.
The naturalization laws should be abolished or essentially modified.
Americans alone should rule America. They only should be appointed to
the high and responsible offices under our Government.

Stockton said that Washington had been worried about "foreign infh~
ence," even though he "did not anticipate that, in half a century from hts
age, Europe would be brought within ten days' sail of America, or that
within that period half a million of foreigners annually would come t?
exercise the prerogatives of American sovereigns." Had the Father of His
Country and his colleagues anticipated that development, "it is more than
probable that no power would have been granted by the people to the
Federal Government to enact any laws of naturalization."
The proper doctrine was that "AmeTicans alone should Tule Ame1'ica."
There were rapidly developing just two parties in the country: the American
party and the Foreign party. The Foreign party sought to "pander" to .the
foreign element and "its insolent ambition." The overriding issue, he cn~d,
was "the safety and pTospeTity of ouT institutions." He was an extrerrust:
"The evil is radical, and the correction must be equally radical."
A year later, Stockton aspired to the Democratic Party's nomination for
president, but his record was not designed to provide much support. That
I 8 56 election saw the appearance on the national scene of the Republi~an
Party, based upon the principle that slavery must be restricted to its exisung
boundaries, and its emergence marked the demise of the American Party.
Stockton, however, went on talking as if it still had existence as a viable
political force. In I 859 he was influential in calling a meeting of America?
Party remnants at Camden, New Jersey, and in his address provided additional insight into his political principles.
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He said that he was "an American-a straight-out American," and the
Republican Party was a sectional party and the Democratic Party had been
"rent in twain," leaving the American Party alone as truly national. He had
learned to moderate his statements, or appear for political purposes to do so;
he asserted that the American Party held "no extreme opinions."
Stockton placed great emphasis upon religion in his speech. The American
people constituted "one CHRISTIAN NATION," he said, and this was "a distinctive element of their nationality." He asserted that the United States had
been founded by men "deeply imbued with the fear of God and devotion to
the cross of Christ." (His grandfather would have known that many of
them were deists rather than Christians; but Robert Stockton was never
very careful in his statement of historical facts.) He then deliberately played
upon religious feelings for his political purpose. The American Party had
been created, he said, because of the "sentiment of infidel murmurings,
which would have blanched the cheeks of our forefathers." There was a
foul "spirit of infidelity and contempt of Heaven" in the air:
And when I tell you that there are now one hundred and fifty infidel newspapers published in the United States; and when I tell you that thousands of these foreigners are
banded together in our Christian cities, for the purpose of destroying our Christian
Sabbath, will you not say it is time for the American nation to rise up?

At the close of the meeting, the party went through the useless ritual of
nominating candidates for state and national offices, and Stockton accepted
the empty honor of the nomination for U. S. Senator from New Jersey.
The American Party was in many of its tenets out of the mainstream of
American life, and had little influence in the election of I 86o; but its nativism, its racism, and its emphasis upon the uniqueness of Americans were
doctrines which were by no means dead in American politics.
Robert F. Stockton had made the most explicit and meaningful revelation of his ideas on the nature and destiny of the United States when he
spoke as a senator on the "Kossuth affair," and this brief survey of Stockton's political views will conclude with this evidence. The affair is wellknown to students of European and American history: Louis Kossuth was
the leader of the Hungarian Revolution of I 848; in I 849 Russia sent her
armed forces to aid the Austro-Hungarian monarchy in crushing the revolt;
Kossuth escaped and set out on his travels and his arrival in the United
States in I 85 I triggered public speeches over the country on the theme of
the contrast between American political institutions and those of Europe.
The assessment was, of course, to the vast disadvantage of the latter.
The specific issue in international relations which had been raised by the
unsuccessful attempt of the Hungarian people for "freedom," was the issue
of "intervention." Had Russia not intervened, they might have been successful, and the despotic Russian government was denounced in America
for putting down this infant republican government. The principle of non-
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intervention of one state in the affairs of another was declared to be the
fundamental basis for peaceful co-existence in the world.
That doctrine seemed to be virtuous enough; it was cut to fit standard
American rhetoric. But Stockton felt that it was questionable dogma for a
young and relatively undeveloped, but rapidly growing nation to adopt.
He rose in the Senate on February 2, r 852, to present a series of resolutions of the New Jersey Legislature which invited Louis Kossuth to visit
that state and recognized him as a "true patriot" and "eloquent expounder
of constitutional rights and liberties," and deplored the failure of the "recent
glorious struggle for the freedom of Hungary due to the armed intervention of Russia, contrary to the principles of justice and international law."
The resolutions continued on the theme that all nations had the right to
adopt their own form of government; they asserted that if the "non-intervention law" was acknowledged by all nations it would tend to "maintain
national rights, prevent national wars and give a lasting peace to the world";
and they concluded with a request that the Congress of the United States
instruct American representatives in Europe to urge the non-intervention
principle upon European nations and seek a declaration from them that such
forcible intervention of one nation to prescribe the form of government of
another nation "is an infraction of the law of nations."
Senator Stockton addressed himself to the portent of these resolutions for
the future role of the United States in the world. He began by asserting
that he concurred in the sentiments expressed in favor of freedom and
liberty, but not entirely in the "principles of public law" urged by the resolutions. They were not, he said, the "principles which this Government
ought to assert and maintain, which the United States has always asserted,"
and which he hoped the United States would continue to assert "as long as
there is a single despotic Government existing whose people rise to demand
the blessings of liberty."
He described the situation of the world as it appeared to him:
Sir, when we cast our eyes over the world, everywhere, with the exception of
America, we see the surface of the whole earth appropriated by absolute monarchs.
The only country which enjoys Republican Government, and whose people adequately appreciate free institutions, is the United States. Those free institutions comprehend all that survives of free principles and political liberty. In them is concentrated
all that is valuable of what man has ever achieved in qualifying himself for selfgovernment ....
We are, in truth, the residuary legatees of all that the blood and treasure of mankind, expended for four thousand years, have accomplished in the cause of human
freedom. In our hands alone is the precious deposit. Before God and the world, we are
responsible for this legacy. Not for our own benefit only, but for the benefit of the
whole family of man.

The obligations of Americans, said Stockton, were first to guard the
ptinciples of the Constitution and so preserve the "precious deposit" in this
sole repository of freedom, and, second, to promote the progress of liberty
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among the unfortunate nations of the earth. Such progress, he said, should
be promoted by war only under "peculiar circumstances," but since "the
whole world, wherever you look" except for this country was under monarchical governments, he desired to know "how the oppressed and fettered
nations of the earth are to break their chains, and maintain themselves
against the armies of despotism," if there should be a law of nations against
intervention in their behalf.
In applying his principle to the case at hand, Stockton said he was not
prepared to go to war with Russia on account of Hungary, "partly because
Russia is our old and true and faithful friend, and partly because Hungarian
liberty, through the instrumentality of the United States, is at present an
idea utopian and impracticable." It was "an impossible thing." But, he
declared, "this government has an indisputable and perfect right to interfere whenever, by such interference, she can promote her own interests and
advance the cause of liberty .... " This principle was "an inherent principle
of nationality, under no pretence ·whatever to be surrendered."
Having thus stated the principle of intervention and its current relevance,
Stockton concluded with portentous prophecy:
Sir, if tyrants have used it heretofore to enthrall mankind, this growing Republic
will, some of these days, use it for their freedom. In peace let it be maintained with
unfaltering tenacity; in war let it be asserted by all the power of arms; and when the
great contest begins, as before 1900 it must, between free principles and the right of
self-government and despotic power, then let it be inscribed upon all our bannerseverywhere-wherever they float, on every sea, and land, and ocean, and continent,
where the warfare rages, let it herald the advent of freedom and national independence, and the discomfiture of tyranny and oppression.

History didn't unfold in the pattern Stockton had directed; by the time
of his terminal date of r 900, Britain had become a firm friend and effective
ally of the United States and the U. S. had acquired an overseas empire of
its own and was engaged in a bloody war in a successful attempt to suppress
the struggle of certain "natives" for self-government. But Stockton's imperfect vision and visions are useful in the attempt to understand our nineteenth
century heritage.

EPHRIAl\11 RA YMOND
By

1

AGNES Aou FATE RIDDLE ''
INTRODUCTION

My Grandfather Ephriam Raymond was born at Cohocton, rww vVheeler,
New York, August p, r823 . He was of the sixth generation of English
colonists in America. The following letter tells of the experiences of Epl:riam, his twin brother, Thomas, and an older brother, Daniel, on therr
journey to California.
. Grandfather was brought up in the Quaker faith of his parents. Later he
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. The sister, Jane, to whom the letter
is addressed, was an adopted girl, reared by his father and step-mother. As
grandfather always explained, "I was one of thirteen children. That wasn't
enough, so they adopted one."
Ephriam settled at Days Creek in southern Oregon where he became a
prosperous and respected citizen. My purpose in presenting this letter is to
show the pioneer's ability to get along with little, both in the home and on
the trail.
Days Creek Oregon, April I7, I9oo
Jane W. Raymond Faxon
Lyons, Michigan
Dear Sister -It may be a surprise to you to receive a letter from me at this late date.
However that may be I assure you that I esteem it a pleasure to write you even now.
And when I tell you that for the last I o or I 2 years I have sought dilligent to learn your
P. 0. address and only once succeed in obtaining it (which >vas unfortunately lost)
until within the past week. You will pass any seeming wrong and regard me as a true
and faithful brother-Now Jane as it is the case with most people after a long sepa_ration, The first thing that you will want to know is. how have I fared since leavmg
home. You know that in the spring of I 849 I left Michigan to try my luck in the gold
mines of California; Went as far as St Joe, Ivlissouri when my health which had been
failing became to poor to proceed farther. Concluded to return back as far as Illinois
and lay over until spring- During the intervening time worked for a young man_ at
good wages by the name of Lathrop Barrows at carpenter and joiners work- malong
my home with William-Sometime in the early fall Daniel came down from Wisco':sin and joining forces built one house entire and done the joiners work on another 111
a little town by the name of Richmond - Later on towards spring we went together
to visit Rufus at Greenbush vVisconsin. Found him and Adaline well and oh! such a
lovely time . After the elapse of half a century memory still lingers over it as a bright
spot in life. You remember in the spring of I85o that Allen Wells, Tvlortimor Horton,
Martial Judson and Thomas Raymond left Michigan intending to go by way of
McHenry Co. Illinois and there unite their forces with ours and all travel toget~er
from there on through to California and for mutual protection and to guard agamst
difficulty of any kind. vVe entered into a combination each member pledged to a proportionate share of the outfit of whatever it consisted., expenses of travel loss. of
property and including even the expenses of medical aid- This agreement was faithfully kept by most the company until we reached California. Sold what remained of
the stock and divided the proceeds- To take up the narrative again we will turn back
to Illinois where the boys from Michigan arrived in the fore part of April
After
*The author and her husband, Glenn N. Riddle, are residents of Rogue Valley
Manor·, Medford, Oregon.
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agreeing upon terms by which the company should be governed and the amount of
means as a contingent fund for the use of the company in defraying expense of travel
etc. We set sail for the Land of Gold. Joyful with expectations and reached St. Joe,
one of the principal starting points the first of May. Here we completed our outfit by
the purchase of mules, pack Saddles and such other equipment as we deemed necessary
for the journey. After laying in a generous supply of provisions, groceries etc. on the
roof May we crossed the Missouri river bag and baggage in a steam ferry boat and
landed in Indian Territory. You remember at this time that the Tvlissouri River was
the dividing line between civilization and the uncivilized west. About this [time]
company was enlarged by the addition of an old neighbor from Raisin, William
Calvin on the same terms of other members of the firm Well this gentleman proved
to be that long eared species of animals known as: you know what they are called.
Our company now numbered 8 men 14 horses and mules divided as follows one span
team mules, 6 pack mules and 6 riding ponies-After hitching up our team packing
our mules and saddling our ponies and as we mounted to start rain in hand, I turned
around for a last look and as my eyes swept over the broad expanse of country intervening between [me] and my dear old home, Sad thoughts forced themselves upon
me. Was I leaving this dear home hallowed by so many pleasant memories forever
Had I looked upon kindred and friends whose happy faces beamed with joy and hope
for the last time Would I never again receive the warm clasp of the hand of those
time honored friends that trembled so at parting in recognition of a joyful reunion
in another life. Who could tell! Then as I turned westward towards the setting sun to
scan the uncertain future to see what was laid up in store for me what could I see
nothing. Its gates were bared, doors closed, no opt windows to admit light into its
darkened chambers. The whole road way as we travel on down through the ages of
time is wrapped in silenty mistery, unsolved and unsolvable to the end of time. The
first day we camped about four miles out from St Joe near a stream of water that
coursed its way towards the Missori River through the timbered bottom close to the
open prairie tied up our animals at night. Gave them their feed of which we had a good
supply-Here we rearranged our packs by evenly balanceing them making them easier
for the mules to carry and not so liable to hurt their back. As this work was going on
the next morning close by the line of travel. We saw the different phase of human
character exemplified in the outfits of the different companies as they passed by. So~1e
with large ox wagons schooner built bed for crossing streams on the way loaded With
many of the comforts of and conveniences of home life, drawn by from 3 to 5 yoke
of oxen. While other companies desirous of vain glory by spreading on a good deal of
dog were dressed in uniform officered and equipped with the accoutriments of war,
in keeping more with backwoods style than modern warfare passed by in express
wagons drawn by fine looking medium sized horses showing taste in fiting out, even
if judgment was lacking in the choice of things chosen for the trip. Now comes a novel
sight. A company of six or eight foriners dressed in winter clothes with over coats on.
And each a pole slung across his shoulder upon either end securely fastened a pack
containing bed, bedding wearing apparel and provisions for the trip. Came trudging
along under the heavy weight, presperation driping from every pore that hot May
day morning. The greed of gold luring them on to almost certain death. Here you
have pictured the two extreme phase of human character-after everything was ready
all got aboard and started. Pack animals in front, wagon in the rear thus we traveled
on day after day, changing positions of travel occasionally to suit circumstances- As
the road was lined with wagons of every kind and grade, traveling mostly in orgar:ized companies rendered their speed of travel so much slower than ours. We found It
necessary to pass many teams each day as we travel along on our way. Though finding
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the grass more abundant the further away from civilization we got. Fording the streams
as we came to them, passing over much delightful country with rich and fertil soil, then
the abode of the Indian and wild beasts of the forests : Now under the dominion of
civilization and christian influence. After reaching the Platte River a muddy stream of
shallow water, about one mile wide and traveling up along its banks through a vast
extent of country, stretching many miles back from the river over a gentle undulating
country covered with luxuriant grass: firing abode of the buffalo, deer, .- wolf and
prairie-dog. The latter live under ground in towns, villages and sometimes their habitation reach the dimention of cities. While traveling through this country we often saw
buffalo at a great distance to far off to think of trying to kill them. No matter how
tempting the chance. One night we camped some distance from the road at a spring
from which flowed a stream of water of sufficient volume for man and beast. After
unpacking and watering our animals, turned out to feed upon the grass, and while they
helped them selves some of the boys went to work preparing supper, others pitched
the tent secured the packs by placing them inside, spread down the blankets upon the
ground for a nights rest. I may as well state here that our custom was to turn out our
animals as soon as possible after stoping for the night and let them graze until night
closed in then gathered them in and picket them as close to the tent as convenient with
sufficient rope to keep them buisy croping grass wtihin reach the greater part of the
night, with only one person at one time to see that every thing was safe during his
watch each night divided into two watches, the latter watch to turn the animals loose
at the first peep of day and roust up the camp still keeping an eye on the animals,
while some of the boys would be preparing breakfast others would pull up the tent
roll up the blankets and put everything in ship shape for starting Just before breaking camp the next morning we espied some dark looking object several miles distant
which we took to be buffalo, as quite a heard had passed near our camp during the
night on their way to the river for water. Supposing these that we saw to be a part
of that heard concluded to try our luck in supplying our camp with buffalo meat,
so four or five of us mounted our horses and made for them riding cautiously a long
keeping out of sight as much as possible until within one fourth of a mile then two of
the boys undertook to circle around them and start them back towards the river,
while the others waited. the buffalo however were to quick, broke and run, and there
were but four of them & all bulls. Three of them made for the hills while the fourth
a bushy fellow shot off at right angles runing parallel with the road. This one we all
took after, some keeping between the buffalo and hills in order to turn him towards
the road. after nearly a mile chase one of the boys from the upper side rode past the
buffalo and as he passed gave him a shot in the side which brought him to. at this
moment the ones riding behind came up and quickly dismounting from my horse
which drew the attention of the buffalo and with madened fury commenced throwing
his head up and down and otherwise acting as though he intended to annihilate the
whole posse of us as his head was constantly moving I had to make a quick shot the
ball striking a little to low down to prove instantly fatal. however it brought him down
to his knees but quickly rising to his feet, The other boys soon dispatched him.
Securing as much of the best of meat as we could well carry. Started for camp and
when about half way came across the same heard that passed our camp during the
previous night on their way back to their grass ground- Buffalo when traveling form
in line several abreast the stronger ones upon either side as guard the calves and
weaker ones occupying the middle. We judged the number including calves to be
somewhere between rso and 200 Now here was our chance, so three of boys droped
their meat rode near the head of the heard wheeled facing it the man farthest to the
right being entitled to the first and as the gun cracked a buffalo about two years old
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fell to the ground . As it proved to be fat and tender we through away the meat we
had of the old buffalo and carried into camp as much of the latter as we could manage
and by night had it jerked ready to stow away for use. Well pleased with the days
work To note each days events from here on to Strawberry Creek would be but a
repetition of the preceeding days events. At Strawberry creek Thomas was taken sick
and for days as we traveled grew worse until at length it became evident that something
would have to be done. As nearly all the larger companies were provided with a
Doctor; all then that was necessary was to watch the trains as they passed, enquire for
the man of pills. vVho would quickly respond, go with you to camp, feel the patients
puis examine his tongue ask the usual questions, guess at the disease, deal out medicine,
leave instructions and after receiving payment hasten on to overtake his company.
Thomas remained sick many days and some of the time we regarded him very near
deaths door but having arranged from the first a good comfortable bed in the spring
wagon. After many discomforts and by close attention he pulled through all right.
We found both assent and desent so gradual through the pass over the Rocky mountains that a fellow wouldent know that he was in the mountains except for the cold.
Nor when over except for the water running towards the pacific coast. Camping one
night near the head waters of the humboldt, 'iVe found when looking for our animals
the next morning that five of them three ponies and two mules had been driven off
by indians during the night. Daniel was on guard and to expediate travel divided his
time between cooking and watching the animals vVhile the indians ever alert to
buisiness watched their oppertunity to off as many of the animals as they could without rousing the camp. daylight revealed the fact that this great feat "\Vas the work of
three indians, two of whom paid for their rascality by the forfit of their lives, the third
one mearly a boy, escaped to bear the sad tidings to their bereaved friends as an
admonisher. The three ponies were recovered, one of the mules the indians killed, the
other one escaped from them, vVhich we tracked to the road a head of us but never
recovered. The next night after two other redskins tried their hand at stealing while I
was on guard and by a cunningly devised trick outwitted me and done it so nicely for
the sake of my own credit, think best to keep to myself. At daylight the next morning
breakfast over, Three of the boys started on the trail to overtake the indians which
crossed the road at right angles, contingous to a stream of water supposed to be the
head waters of the Humboldt - After following up this stream some eight miles, they
found by the tracks that one of the indians had left. bearing off towards the foot hills.
vVhile the other with the horse continued up the creek Some three miles further up
they came in sight of the horse feeding in clover up to his eyes, but no indian in sight.
So they thought best to [be] shure of this horse tied him to the one they brought
with them. As a provision in case of wounds or accident. and while one of the boys was
engaged in this work, the other two surched for the indian. Who was soon found
streched out in the shade. gun by his side, under a clump of willows, dreaming of
home and the happy hunting ground beyond. And that the blissful comfort inspired
by these dreams might never be broken, a gun was placed close to his head and fired.
A few twitches and the good indian now, was left to the free and full enjoyment of his
fondest dreams. The boys returned the next day about noon, with both horses and the
indians gun and powder horn After dinner we hitched up and started on. and
camped near a little creek, some distance from the road. where there was tall nice grass
in abundance. A fine place to camp As it was the turn of one of the boys that helped
recapture the stolen horse, And had but little if any rest the night before. volenteered
to take his place which hapened to be first watch. about I I oclock I was made aware
by the uneasy movements of the animals that something or somebody was approaching
camp. So creeping up behind some spanish mules with their long ears pointing in a
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certain direction teling me in plain mule language to look and I would soon see what
was up. Sure enough as I looked a tall figure rose up out of the grass and peared
around satasfied of his bearings started on crawling up on his hands and knees I
steped a little to one side and waited until within three or four rods then as he rose up
fired. If anyone ever thought the judgment day had come that indian did, and to escape
sentence bounded like a quarter horse some distance away he had a horse hitched
whether his own or one that he had stolen
he never stoped to tell, but quickly
mounting continued his flight as fast as the horse could run, and we could hear the
clatter of that horses feet until lost in the distance at least a mile away. This ended our
trouble with the indians on the entire route through to Georgetown California. Where
we landed on the 10" of August, making three months travel on the road losing two
mules at a cost of three lives to the indians and another one getting badly scared.
You may wonder how this could be and other camps not molested I know not how
other camps fared. vVe always if possible camped by ourselves on account of grass so
that our animals could have plenty, and this no doubt is the main cause of their frequent raids on our camp. While at Georgetown those of old co. that stuck together
numbered five. Thomas Gilbert, Mortimer Horton Daniel Raymond Thomas and
myself. Allen Wells and Martial Judson left the company on Carson valley. Mortimere
Horton died and was buried at Hangtown (now Placerville) California
a more
notable type of manhood is seldom met with in this world honest and fare in all
dealings and with character unstained by vice he sank to rest, to be cherished in memory to the latest day of life farewell dear old friend farewell After Mortimor's
death, and the same day of his funeral. vVe hired a conveyance and had Thomas
removed to Diamond Springs ·where I had previously hired a house with a clean nice
bed. for Thomas' special benefit, and had engaged the services of a Physition I knew
to be first class to be on hand to wait upon Thomas whenever he should arrive.
Dr. Smyth as soon as he saw Thomas told him that he had the inflimation in the bowels
and within three days would have him upon his feet. The Doctor's prediction proved
tru. After this Thomas, Allen Wells and mysels recrossed the Serinevada mountains,
and went far back into the great American Desert whose thirst soil forever drinks the
water and swallows into capacious stomach the continuous flow of River's Humbolt
Trucky Carson and Walker- The object of the trip to gather up wagons for use in
California Being late in the fall we found on arriving at the place where the wagons
had been left that some miscreant pertaking more of the hellish nature of their master
than anything human had burned them all up. There must have been over a hundred
in all among the number some fine buggies and express wagons. This proved a very
unfortunate trip and came near costing us our lives, but by the interposition of providence we were enabled to return in safety. Soon after with Dr. Smyth as partner
bought a fishing outfit near Sacramento City. here we commenced operation following
the noble example of Peter James and John of Biblical times. Selling our fish at Sacramento and adjacent towns, but my health which had been gradually going down ever
·since our trip to the desert commenced failing so rapidly that Dr. Smyth who had
never failed to shm..v a brothers kindness told Daniel and Thomas that if they expected
to keep me with them much longer they would have to take me to some other place
and offered in case they had no other buyer to take the concern off our hands which
was subsequently done. And I believe at a scrafice to his own interest
Choosing
Oregon, noted the world over for her mild healthy climate. after hasty preparation,
borded a river steamer bound for Sanfrancisco where we landed just as night had
closed in upon land, ocean and sky. San Francisco then was small stuck in among a
lot of little hills, having a capacious harbor capable of holding a vast amount of
shiping. Dr. Haight who acted as runer for his own private boarding house met us at
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the landing and after procuring a hand dray, landed on our luggage and wheeled it
towards home us boys walking like well trained dogs. by the time he reached home
his wife, a country bred woman had gone to bed, but quickly routing her she soon
prepared supper for us to which we done ample justice. We remained here some three
days, when afore and aft rigged schooner offered to take us and furnish board from
that time on until the vessel shoud land at Fort Vancouver for seventy-five dollars
each. So after du consideration we accepted the proposition and moved our traps on
board the schooner, and from that time on during our stay in San Francisco, and until
we reached Astoria at the mouth of the Columbia River the schooner Cabin was our
home and boarding place; We remained in San Francisco nearly one month, and were
fourteen days in reaching Astoria Where we deserted the little schooner, and shipped
on board the Columbia a small steamer designed for the River trade. This change cost
each of ten dollars more which was light compared with the benefits received To
this change I owe my life today . For four days nothing whether food or drink stayed
in my stomach and by the time we reached Portland I had become so reduced in
physucal strength I could neither stand nor walk, so the boys carried me to a boarding
house kept by a widow lady who had a cow and by taking a tablespoon full of boiled
milk every hour it remained in my stomach-and gave some strength and as strength
returned the quantity of milk was increased. This was kept up until my stomach could
stand more stantial food from that on, My recovery was rapid until entirely well. ...
Now Jane I leave it with you whether this narative shall be continued or not. If you
answer this letter with a request that I continue it I promise to take it up where I now
leave it and give you a sketch of Pioneer life and carry you on down to date 1900. . . .
'
Ever your brother Ephriam Raymond
NOTE
Historians, as a general rule, are skeptical of reminiscences. This is especially
true when they tell of things which happened long ago. In this case, a half-century had
elapsed since the events described. Undoubtedly , the narrative had changed with the
burden of years and from many tellings. Even so, the student of history may discern
in this interesting recital facts regarding racial motives and relationships that influenced
many, if not all, of the early pioneers. The spelling and punctuation have been
retained as they appeared in the handwritten copy of the reminiscences.
- The Editors.
1.

GOLD RUSH LETTER
MATTHEW DINSDALE TO

His BRoTHER EDwARD DINSDALE «'

Upper California, April7, 1850
lVI y D ear Brother :
I am now at a place called Bird's Store, high up in the mountains, where we arrived
day before yesterday, where we have pitched our tent, and shall look around for a few
days. It is between the middle and north branch of the American River and I believe
as high up as any settlement has been formed in the mountains and almost as far up
as any digging has been attempted. It is yet too early for this part to do much at mining
as there is still much snow on the ground and consequently too much \Vater and since
our arrival much rain has fallen and now, while I write it is battering the tent in earnest
but it is a good one and therefore we feel tolerable safe. Three of us ( 'iVasley, James
and I) with three animals (one pony and two mules) came up and brought some provision and our bedding. We were four days in coming sixty miles and had hard and
dry roads almost all the way, not being in the region of snow except the last half day,
but the hills, or rather mountains we had to ascend and decend! If they were not
something to get over, I am seriously mistaken. I at one time thought the elevations
I had been on and seen could not be beat. But now I give up to these in California.
To say they are high, is a trifle. They are almost perpendicular. I am alone in the tent,
the others having gone four miles to give our animals grass, none of any moment being
in this part. But though there is no grass, there is abundage of splendid timber, principally pine of various kinds, cedar and oak A noble pine is just in front of our tent,
which looks south.
I have been about eleven weeks in this country, two of which I spent in San Francisco, part of the time I have been travelling about and the rest I have spent in the mines.
It has been my privilege several Sabaths to preach Christ, I think with a desire to promote the interests of His Kingdom. I have also had the pleasure of meeting with the
friends of Jesus in this country and I have had comfortable intercourse with them.
There is much wickedness in the land but there are a few whose hearts are right with
God. Do not fail to pray for your absent brother that I may still be kept in the power of
Israel's God and live to glorify Him. Hitherto I have had grace according to my day .
The digging season has not yet commenced and probably will not for a month, but
by coming early, I have the advantage of being on the spot ready to go to work and
shall have got somewhat accustomed to the climate. On leaving San Francisco, we made
our way to Weberville as Jas. Wasley was living there. YVe left on the evening of
Tuesday, the fifth of Feby. and arrived Saturday, the 9th. We came up the Sacramento
River to Sacramento City, by steamer Senator. The rest of the way, about fifty miles,
we walked . vVeberville is situated on the lower slope of the Sierra Nevada Mountains
and is about twenty miles from the Sacramento Valley. It is considered a good place
to winter at, the emigrant road from the mountains passing near.
The diggings have been good but with the present mode of operating, will not pay
as men consider pay in this country . All the beds of the streams and creeks that would
y ield anything of moment, have been turned over. Most of the miners from there have
come up here. But there is no doubt much gold there which will be gathered some day.
The da y before we left, a lump weighing 2 Yz lbs. was found about three miles below
the village. It was a solid mass of gold and the best as a specimen piece I have seen.
It was dug out of a small branch running into 'iVeber Creek. When the weather would
permit, we went to prospect and I believe always found some gold, though frequently
but little. The proper places now to dig are the beds and banks of the streams, the
object is to find the parts where the gold is lodged by washing. In order to do this, you
*For another letter by lVIr. Dinsdale, see iVlay 1964 issue of the J>a cific Historian.
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have generally to go below the surface, but this fact of finding it more or less in quantity, almost every time a person tries to find it, satisfies me it is very abundant. And this
I know, much has been taken out of the ground, much is left. It is my opinion that much
more gold has been dug than is generally supposed in the States. But not all are successful. During the winter or rainy season, no one expects to do much and some lay by
altogether. While we were at Weberville three of us made $90. each, the most of it in
old diggings. So that the winter has not been entirely thrown away.
I must now say a little about California as a countTy as you probably hear the most
contradictory reports, at least I do, even on the spot. The Sacramento valley is the most
noted in connection with that of the San Joakin (pronounced San Wakeen). So far as
I have seen, I will try to tell you . I came up the Sacramento River after a flood. The
river was then full. The country- or valley- on either side, was flat and low and to a
great extent in many parts covered with water. Tho in part the ground was bare, trees
grow thick on the margin of the river and are scatered so as to give a pleasant appearance on the plain but are rather scarce than otherwise and chiefly oak. Being the winter
season the prospect was of necessity more cheerless as the trees were leafless and the
ground [bare]. At Sacramento City I left the river and entered on the valley in an
easterly direction toward the mountains. Almost at the city, I saw quite across this part
of the [valley] probably 2 5 miles and then over the slope, mountains clear to the Sierra
Nevada [covered] with perpetual snow and nuw exhibiting themselves in their last
whit robe. [The] distance by the road must be 150 miles from the city to the top of
the Sierra Nevadas. We were 2 Yz days in walking from the river to }as. Wasley's and
I observed quite a difference of character as we progressed. The first day we travelled
miles across as pleasant and beautiful a plain as human eye ever rested on. To the
left at a short distance was the American River, a deep and rapid stream about as wide
as the Ure at Middleham on the right and also left and before stretched the valley,
green with new grass in every part and large and venerable oaks just in sufficient
numbers to make the view agreeable. No brush or underwood of any moment. The
next 18 miles the ground was more uneven and is what might be termed rolling and as
we proceeded I noticed it was most so and in several places stones and rocks made their
appearance on the surface of the ground and small runs of water began to be numerous.
The white oak of the previous day was smaller and mixed with live oak, which is an
evergreen and pleasant on that account.
The last 22 miles, the country was hilly in all directions and is a portion of that
mentioned by Fremont as situated between the valley and the mountains. Pine is first
met with and I noticed where the pine timber is, there is but little grass except there
be rather broad and well-watered valleys and these are met with oftener than might be
expected. Here also the Chapparell, a sort of large and very agreeable looking shrub
makes its appearance.
I noticed some very good locations for farms, that is, good looking sucb at least as
'would answe1· if tbeTe wae no betteT and a man could have them as large as he would
like. But the conclusion I have come to is this, that if there is not a better farming
country in California, than the part I have seen I would rather have afarm in Wisconsin, long and severe as its winters are. The d1·y and scoTching summers are the great
drawback. On the bay further south than I have been, is very highly spoken of and I
think is both a pleasant and good part. Since I caine up, I went down to Sacramento
only last vveek, or rather week before last. The whole country looks better than when
I first saw it, expecially the great valley, the grass is higher and more flowers in bloom
and the trees have commenced to bud and put forth their leaves. Both times numerous
herds of horses and cattle were grazing which gave the country an old and settled
appearance. From two elevations, there is a very extensive view of a great portion of
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the valley across the river, which is seen winding in its course till the eye is bound
by the coast range of mountains. One prospect reminded me of that at the Blue
Mounds, Wisconsin looking west and I was almost ready to fancy myself there.
As to climate if I live to remain in the country a year, I shall know more about it
but I can tell you the little I do know. The climate for the season is very agreeable and
one of the pleasantest I have ever been in, and so far as I have seen or heard, is the best
feature of California. While I have been here, there has however been one drawback
and that is the rainy ·w eather which is gloomy in the extreme. But from the first of
February till this time, I think not over one eighth of the time has been rainy, the rest
clear and agreeable, frequently warm and even hot. The nights have been invariably
cool and sometimes chilly. At \iVeberville, which is in the mountains, snow fell two or
three times but did not remain and some nights we had pretty sharp frost. On my way
up from the city, the weather was as pleasant and vegetation as advanced as in May in
\iVisconsin and the other week things were still further advanced. At San Francisco in
Jan. gardens were made and the stuff growing and in Feb. on the plain, farmers were
ploughing and putting in their crops. I noticed that two horses and a small plow were
used to turn over the sod for the first time. The soil is of a sandy nature. Today the
thermometer has ranged from a little below to a little above fifty.
April 8th. Now that I think of it, I want you to get a specimen of copper ore I used
to keep in the clock at Linden. I believe I forgot to pack it up with my baggage and I
would not like to lose it. This morning we had heavy rain, hail and snow and was a
most disagreeable one but this afternoon it is fair and the sun shines. I have no intention
of remaining in this country now that I have seen it. I like Wisconsin better and hope
to return before a great while. Apr. 12th Wednesday, Thursday and part of today we
have been on an exploration excursion. We took a small tent and pitched it when night
overtook us, turned our animals loose for a short time to pick up grass if they could
find it, made a fire, cooked supper, talked over the day's adventures and went to bed.
We went as far toward the mountains still beyond here ...
(End of longhand sheet- remainder of letter apparently lost.)

l\tlY l\tlOTHER
JOSEPHINE ALBERTINE LASH-HUTCHINS
October 28, r874-August r4, r964
Josephine Albertine Lash-Hutchins was born on a farm near the village of
Hudson, Illinois. She attended "country school" and Illinois State Normal
University at the town of Normal. She taught school at Colfax, Illinois.
Later she became interested in mercantile pursuits in Hanford, California,
where she became a buyer of women's and children's furnishings. After
marriage, she resided briefly in Mexico. She was deeply devoted to family
and home.
Josephine gave her life to individuals and causes. To her son she dedicated her gentle loving spirit in all ways from the moment of his birth until
her death with unstinted personal sacrifice. To him she would say, "vVe
must try to leave this world a better place in which to live because we have
lived in it," and she herself taught not only by precept, but also, and ahvays
by example.
Coming from a family committed to the Temperance program, with both
the men and women members wearing the emblem of the \iV omen's Christian Temperance Union, Josephine stood for the abolition of the traffics in
alcoholic beverages and tobacco.
.
In politics, Josephine did not limit her support to a single party and ltS
candidates. She examined the issues and the personalities and worked for
those persons and propositions, which, insofar as she could judge, ·w ould
further the principles of liberty, justice, and love for all mankind.
Josephine vvas supremely devoted to the advancement of world peace
and the abolition of war and of preparations for war. She worked for the
replacement of the anarchy of war by socially created instruments worthy
of mankind, governed by the highest principles of ethics. For several years
she was a member of the Los Angeles branch of the vVomen's International
League for Peace and Freedom.
For about a quarter of a century Josephine has been a member of tl:e
Orange Grove Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends 111
Pasadena, California. During World vVar II she made with her own hands
gifts to sustain camps for civilian service maintained for conscientious
objectors by the American Friends Service Committee. For her, religious
forms and formulae held little interest. She sought to create situations in
which the better life would be encouraged . As an illustration, a quarter of a
century ago when she learned that a petition to prevent a Negro family
from moving into property adjacent to her home was being planned, she
discouraged the signing of the document, with the result that the colored
newcomers joined the neighborhood without difficulty. Josephine lived her
religion.
During much of her long life, Josephine suffered from frailty of body,
and during her last decade, from accident and illness. Through all she
remained cheerful, kind, and loving.
J . R an d o1p11 H utc 11111s
·
\Vritten on August I 4, I 9642 20

HERBERT HOOVER'S DECLAMATION
About r 5 years ago it occurred to me that several of my friends knew facts
or had documents in their possession of historic value. A few of them, at my
request, prepared memoirs. In the reminiscences of Elmer E. vVashburn,
former Oakland high school teacher, were many references to Herbert
Hoover who, though a few years younger, had been his boyhood friend.
They had been students together in the Friends' Pacific Academy at Nevvberg, Oregon. Ted and Bert Hoover were nephews of the principal of the
school and had been sent to their relatives after the death of their parents
in Iowa.
At last came Commencement Day for Elmer Washburn-May 6, r887.
Among several others, he gave an Oration. His subject-quite appropriately
was-"01'egon." The younger boy was not ready for graduation, but he,
too, had a part on the program. The entry: "Declamation-Keeping His
Word-Bertie Hoover." Probably this was the first time I-ferbert Hoover's
name ever appeared in print.
The following year Elmer vVashburn taught a nearby country school.
One Saturday he came to town and met "Bert" on the street. Young Hoover
was looking now toward graduation. He was thinking, too, of the years
ahead.
"Let's go down to California," urged Bert. "They're starting a new university called Stanford. There is no tuition and we can surely earn our
living."
Washburn looked with favor on the plan, but when he spoke to his father,
the older man was skeptical.
"You are planning to make teaching your life work, son. \iVhen you apply
for a position, the Superintendent will ask: 'Young man, what are your credentials?' Now if you are able to reply, 'I am a graduate, sir, of Blank Seminary in Portland,' you will, no doubt, receive favorable consideration. YVho
knows what will become of this new Stanford University?"
Everyone knows the balance of the story. Hoover came to Stanford,
earned his way, became a successful engineer, then a public admiriistrator,
and finally, President of the United States.
Herbert Hoover always called upon Elmer vVashburn whenever he went
through Oakland, but how much closer that relationship might have been
if they had been together during those crucial years!
There is a sequel to this short tale. \ iVhen the authorities at the Hoover
Library at Stanford learned of these reminiscences, they asked and were
granted permission to make photostatic copies of all material relating to
Hoover. A recent newspaper reports a framed copy of the early Commencement Program hangs in Hoover's office in New York City. It is probable
that that copy was made from the original which is deposited in the Library
of Western Americana at the University of the Pacific.
S
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EDITORIAL
JEDEDIAH SMITH SOCIETY
NEw MEMBERS
Mrs. Patrick S. Graham, Oakland
Herbert L. Hagemann, Livermore
Mrs. Irene Soberanes, Oakland
Mrs. George J. Thorpe, Sunol
ANNOUNCEMENT
EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL HISTORY INSTITUTE
Aprilzpnd 24, r965
A few years ago most of us would have been satisfied with a retelling of Gold
Rush tales-an evening scene with a dozen wagons surrounding as many
camp fires-the hum of animated conversation-the foraging stock-the
haze on distant mountains- a fording experience with oxen struggling desperately to stem a mountain torrent-a ·wedding, burial, or even a birth on
the route to the gold fields.
But styles in history, like styles in clothes, and houses, and even political
candidates, change with the years. With a world so full of problems, a world
that needs so urgently to relearn the lesson of the Good Samaritan, people
are inclined to say: "It is all very well to tell these tales, but what do they
mean to us in the year 1965 with crowded cities, smoggy atmosphere, polluted water supplies, teen-aged riots, increasing crime, and the senseless hrghway slaughter?"
So the The111e for the 1965 Institute will be Historic Trends. \iVe think you
will find this approach to California History different and fascinating. A
complete program of all the activities will appear in the February issue of
the PACIFIC HisTORIAN. Remember to save April 23 and 24, 1965, for yoU1·
History Institute at the University of the Pacific.
JEDEDIAH SMITH SOCIETY RENDEZVOUS
The recent Fall Rendezvous at Lynnewood proved to be a most pleasant and
restful occasion. The day was ideal, the costumes reminiscent of early days
~md very colorful, the talks short and pertinent, and everybody friendly and
talkative. President Swann proved to be a particularly fine presiding officer.
Due to a variety of unforeseen events, Dr. Charles L. Camp was the only one
of our six honorary life members who was able to be present. Next year the
Rendezvous will meet on October md. Announcement of the location will
be made at the Jedediah Smith Society Breakfast on April 24, r 96 5.
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Cumulative Index
Volumes VI, VII, and VIII
With this issue of the PACIFIC HISTORIAN, Miss Hilda Bloom will complete
the Index for Volume VI through Volume VIII. It will be sent to all subscribers around the first of the new year. Again, this has been Miss Bloom's
gift of countless hours of work. Will you match her generosity?
Several friends have sent unsolicited gifts of money to help defray the cost
of publishing. We need much more. Perhaps you would just like to make a
donation. If you will do either of these, please make your check payable to:
PACIFIC HISTORIAN: CuMULATIVE INDEX
(Continued from page 202)
35· Edgar Stanton Maclay, A History of the United States Navy, pp. I73-74· The
sailing sloop-of-war Jamestown should not be confused with the two-gun, Confederate
steamer Jamestown that took part in the confrontation between the Merrimac and the
Monitor.
36. Daily Alta Californian, April9, I 876.
37· The ATgonaut, April22, I877.
38. Daily Alta Californian, November 2 I, I876.
39· "The Nautical School 'St. Marys'," Harpers New Monthly Magazine, Vol. 59,
August I879· New York established the school ship St. Marys shortly after passage of
federal legislation in I 87440. Letter to Col. J. C. Zabriskie from Commander Henry Glass, August I4, I876.
41. Daily Alta Californian, August 27, I876.
42. The Argonaut, April22, I877.
43· April I I, I877.
44· Daily Alta Californian, April I I, I877.
45· "Report of the Commander of the Training Ship," op. cit., pp. 3I8-2o.
46. "Report of the Commander of the Training Ship" in Municipal Reports of the
City and County of San Francisco, I877-78, pp. 543-546.
47· Ibid. Also described in Daily Alta Californian, November 28, I877.
48. "Report of the Industrial School Department" in Municipal Reports of the City
and County of San Francisco, I874-75, p. 25 r.
49· "Training Ship 'Jamestown'," in Municipal Reports of the City and County of
San FTancisco, I878-79, pp. 856-57.
so. Daily Alta Califomian, February IS, I878.
5 I. Sacramento Daily Record-Union, February 26, I878.
sz. Sacramento Daily Recm·d- Union ,February 28, I878.
53· Cross, op. cit., p. 66.
54· "Training Ship 'Jamestown'," op. cit., p. 857.
55· Ibid. Also see "Report of the Commander of the Training Ship" in Municipal
R eports of the City and County of San Francisco, I877-78, pp. 544-45.
56. Letter to the San Francisco City and County Board of Supervisors from Stuart
M. Taylor, State Advisory Board, January 6, I879·
57· Daily Alta Californian, February 2, I879; March 2, I879·

THE HISTORY CALENDAR
November 22, 1964
Thirty-third Lynnewood Conference
"Trends in Treating Delinquency in California"
\Villi am F. Byron, Chairman- Loren W. Look, Leader
December 4, 1964
Dedication of Museum
Santa Barbara
January 17,1965
Thirty-fourth Lynnewood Conference .
"A Layman Takes a Look at Churches"
Glenn W. Price, Leader
February 12 and 13,1965
Southern California Symposium
Conference of California Historical Societies
Riverside, California
February 21,1965
Thirty-fifth Lynnewood Conference
"Land Usage-Gravel Deposits, etc."
Aprilzo-z7, 1965
Eighteen Annual California Missions Tour
April23 and24, 1965
Eighteenth Annual California History Foundation Institute
University of the Pacific
April24, 1965
Annual Breakfast
Jedediah Smith Society
University of the Pacific
June I7-z8-z9, 1965
Eleventh Annual Meeting
Conference of California Historical Societies
Sacramento
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